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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


SAC|^..ATLANTA (100-5586) 


U APPROPRIATE AGENCICS 

MARTIN LOTHER KING, JRV AND FIELD OFFICES ' 

SM - C ADVISED BY ROUpNG 

SUP (S) BY 

Re Atlanta airtel and LHM^8/17/^^a^^3 


4/5/67. 


It is noted that an article captioned, "King Plans 
Fall Trip To Israel and Jordan" appeardng 4/23/67 on page 4B 
of the final edition of the "Atlanta Jdurnal and Constitution 
Atlanta daily newspaper, reflects KING in November 1967 
will make a "pilgrimage” to the Holy Land and address 
inter faith services in Israel and Jordan. The article 
attributed this information to an announcement released 
by an SCLC board member (not identified). It also pointed / 
out KING has been invited to undertake this "pilgrimage" 
by "leaders of Israel and Jordan". 
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Communist inl^Iuence in 
Internal Security - C 


"Racial Matters 


On June 12, 1967, a confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that on 
that date, Martin Luther King, Jr. was in conference with 
Andrew Young, Executive Assistant to King, and Staley 
Levison and Harry Wachtel, New York advisors to King, 
concerning the United States Supreme Court* s June 12, 1967 
decision upholding King’s conviction for contempt. This 
conviction stemmed from King’s violation of an Alabama court 
order enjoining King and his followers from parading and ^ 
demonstrating in Birmingham, Alabama, in the Spring of 1963JJ5 

Harry Wachtel viewed the upholding of the injunction 
as a crippling device to the whole non-violent movement and 
as a tool of repression against all mabs demonstrations. 

Andrew Young viewed the five day jail sentence which King 
faces in Birmingham as inconsequential, but pointed out that 
many other contempt laws carry penalties up to six months. 

King was of the view that the upholding of the Court injunction 
is a great evil since many people are affected including 
King, himself, who has violated injunctions in Chicago, 

Illinois and Louisville, Kentucky, and faces contempt charges 
in those jurisdictions. Stanley Levison reminded King that 
in King’s •’Ijetter From Birmingham Jail”, King stated that 
the non-violent protestor accepts his punishment, but was 
overruled on this point by Harry Wachtel. ^ Levison then noted 
a parallel between the use of the injunction to inhibit the « 
growth of unionism and the ^sie_^f the injunction against 
Civil Rights movement. CLASS f VT'a* . 
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Commiinist Influence in Racial Matters 



Wachtel advised King to press for a re« argument 
of the case and King assented. It was felt by King that 
even if the motion was denied within the next week, it would 
still allow him to attend a Ministers* conference on^ 

June 26th and organize a program to protest his jailing. 

If the re-argument were granted, it might not be heard 
until the Fall of 1967, at which time the Court would be^ 
differently constituted. I 


The question of King’s statement on the decision 
was also discussed with Haurry Wachtel suggest:^g that the 
three dissenting opinions, particularly the dissent of 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, be chilled for the strongest 
arguments against the decision. Andrew Young felt that the 
statement should stress this was a severe setback for 
non-violence and an open invitation to violence by Negroes. 

It was decided that King make two statements; one immediately 
and one when the dissents had been stqdied. Wachtel suggested 
the first statement be general and refer to the damage xt 
will do to the non-violent movement. The second statement ^ 
will go into more detail, emphasizing the union parallel , the 
bad precedent which the decision sets, the aid it will ^ 
to racists and segregationists and the climate of despair ^ 
and cynicism which will be generated in the Negro community 
setting the stage for violence and riots. 
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Harry Uachtel is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, New York, New York. (X 



A characterization of the Natior\al 
Lawyers Guild is attached hereto. 




hOj 


With respect to the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, it is to be noted that this 
orFanization is an adjunct of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference - 
(SCLC), of which Meirtin Luther Kine , U 
is the president, and serves to raise ^ 
funds for the SCLC. 
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APPENDIX 

NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications,” revised and published as of Decem^r 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following q 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild: 

"National Lawyers Guild 

"1, Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report I3II on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, OL 
March 29, 1944, p. 149.) 

”2. Cited as a Communist front which 'Is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front org;^nl2ations , 
and controlled unions* and which * since 
Its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof. 
Including known espionage agents.* 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, U-. 

originally related September 17, 1950.) 



*To defend the cases of Communist 


lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the * * * 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.* 
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the 1 1 
Senate Judiciary Committee-,-. Handbook 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (100-5586) P 

SCHEDULED APPEARANCE OF 
DR. MARTIN LUTHEN^ING 
AT GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 
4/30/67 

RM 


Re Columbia alrtel and LHM to Bureau 4/25/67. 

As of this date, Atlanta has no information concerning 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. *8 itinerary for 4/30/67. 
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TO; 

FROM: 


director, FBI ( 100 - 106670 ) 
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SAC. ATLANTA ( 100 - 5586 ) 

HAKTIN LUTHER KING, JB. 

SM - C 

BeATtel to Bureau 4 / 25/67 captioned, "CIRII". 

Enclosed lor the Bureau is the original and 
seven copies, and for New York two, ol LHM. 

The statemen^ 2 |||j|||^^^^« ^ 

was furnished to SA||P^i^^^^^^/ 25 / 67 . 
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FEDEBAZ. BUBEAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Atlanta, Georgia 
April 25, 1967 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



On April 25. 1967, 

fl[dvis€ 

l*enU Marun Luther KiUg, JW", I^l'eiliatiUL, Southern i 

Christian Leadership Conference, held a press conference p 
at 9:30 a.m., April 25, 1967, at the Ebenezer Baptist ^ 

Church, 413 Auburn Avenue, N. S., Atlanta, Georgia. On 
this occasion. Reverend King furnl shed_tp reporters 
of the press a prepared statement 

furnished a copy of this statement which reads as follows: 


AH. r 
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^bis docuaent contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the rel. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 






Statement by 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Tuesday, April 25, 1967 


On Saturday of last week there appeared an article 
in several prominent newspapers which reported on several groups and 
individuals urging that I become a candidate for the presidency of the 
United States in the 1968 elections. I must confess that I was quite 
surprised by these sentiments and find it very hard to take them 
seriously. I understand the stirrings across the country for a candidate 
who will take a firm principled stand on the question of the war in Viet 
Nam and the problems of the poor in urban ghettos, but I must also add 
that I have no interest in being that candidate. I have come to think of 
my role as one which operates outside the realm of partisan politics, 
raising the issues and through action create the situation which forces 
whatever party is in power to act creatively and constructively in respons 
to the dramatic presentations of these issues on the public scene. I plan 
to continue that role in the hope that the war in Viet Nam be brought to a 
close long before the 1968 elections and that this present Congress find 
both the courage and the votes to once again move our nation toward a 
truly great society for every citizen. 

It is understandable that this war is tending to create a 
fluid political situation. Should this fantastically unwise and futile war 
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c 

- 2 - 

continue to escalate /ard World War III, and 

extermination, and should the campaign for racial equality be further 
starved, rebuked and forgotten, our country inevitably will be facing 
national disaster. Such circumstances may well cause profound and 
broad-based political re-alignments and make relevant an independent 
candidacy. But even so, I do not conceive of this as my role. 

I reiterate, I- have no interest in any political 
candidacy and I am issuing this statement to remove doubts of my 
pcsiticn on this subject, 

### 
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flARTIH LUTHEiI^HG. JR. RM> BOMBING MATTERS - THREAT^ 

KENOSHA 

NEWS, ADVISED TODAY THAT AT FOUR PM HE HAD RECEIVED AH 
ANONYMOUS PHONE CALL WHICH IN SUBSTANCE WAS AS FOLLOWS! 

"I KNOW THAT YOU ARE AWARE THAT DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER 
KINS 'IS COMING TO KENOSHA THIS THURSDAY NIGHT. HE WILL ROT 
LEAVE HERE. WE ARE GOING TO BOMB THE PLACE." THE ANONYMOUS 
CALLER A MALE, ACCORDING TO THIS IS HO 

y^OKE AND 1 JUST THOUGHT I*D TELL YOU." 

THE UNKNOWN CALLER THEN HUNG UP. 

THIS INFORMATION HAS BEEN FURNISHED THE KENOSHA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, SECRET SERVICE, AND THE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCIES. 

SUBJECT TO APPEAR FOUR TWEHTYSEVEH NEXT AT EIGHT PM 
^ X-l^AT ST. JOSEPHS HIGH SCHOOL, KENOSHA, WISCONSIN, UNDER SPONSOR- 
' S^SMIP OF UNIVERSITY OF WISCONsffc^4^ KENOSHA. SPEECH REPORTEDLY 
^TO BE OH CIVIL RIGHTS. 70 ^ 
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LHH FOLLOWS. ' UACB HO FURTHER ACTION TAKEN. 
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CHICAGO (157-NEW) (100-35356) 
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REVEREND HENRY MITCHELL PASTOR NORTH STAR MISSIONARY BAPTIST^I 




CHURCH, THR^S OF BODILY HARM, RM. (157-NEW) 00: CHICAGO. ' -7r - V 
martin LUTKK KING. IS-C OOt ATLANTA. .y 


i::z 


REV. HENRY MITCHELL PASTOR NORTH STAR MISSIONARY BAPTIST /> ) 



r's 

CHURCH ONE FOUR ONE FOUR S. HAMLIN, CQ. CONDEMED MARTIN LUTHER ( 

KING TODAY AT CG. PRESS CONFERENCE DESCRIBING KING AS QUOTE AN OUT- 
SIDER WHO DOESN’T KNOW THE PROBLEMS OF CHICAGO. I SUGGEST DR. 



Jl 


KING GET THE HELL OUT OF HERE UNQUOTE. MITCHEL ASSERTED CIVIL 
RIGHTS MARCHES ARE DESTRUCTIVE AND PRECIPITATE INCREASED HATE. 

MITCHELL IS PRESIDENT OF NORTH STAR UNITED MISSIONARY WORKERS OF 
AMERICA AND DECLARED HIS MISSIONARY WORKERS ENCOURAGING LOW-INCOME 
AND RELIEF FAMILIES TO "TAKE IT EASY THIS SUMMER." 

(P/0||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||^ 

INSTANT MITCHELL REVEALED TO CHICAGO P.D HAD RECEIVED TWO LOCAL TaEPHOi £ 

K 

CALLS AFTER ABOVE PRESS CONFERENCE THREATING HIM WITH BODILY ® 

HARM IF HE PERSISTED IN CRITIZING KING. UNID ENT IFIED CALLERS 
OBJECTED TO MITCHELL’S STAND AGAINST KlNGy^^^ ^ /H' - /a^ i, . 
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UNITED STATES GC^ RNMENT 

Memorandum 






Mr. Sullivmn 
C. D. Brennanf 


1 * Mr. DeLoach 
1 • Mr. Wick 

DATE: 4/24/67 

1 -> Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C.D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. D.M. Wells 


SUBJECT: 






MARTIW LOTHER KING, JR . 

SECURlTYTiA'rrEK 

PURPOSE ; 

Attached for your approval for dissemination is 
letterhead memorandum containing the following: 




BACKGRomn); ^Qt) ^ y(h) 



advised on 4/21/67 that Martin Luther 

King, Jr., President, Southern Christian Lead^ship Conference, 
was in conference with his principal advison^nd former long- 
time secret Communist Party member, j^anlei^^vison. They 
discussed King^s political future. King commented about the ^ 
articles appearing in newspapers speculating that his running 
for President of the United States in 1968 would^^kg the Negro 
vote away from President Johnson. King raentioneofetlwt one of 
8 aides was contacted on 4/20/67 and asked if Sfni;«fWOuld 
meet with President Johnson, if he were invited is on 
replied that the peace demonstration held in HeirVo^ City 
on 4/15/67 was so impressive, it forced the Presl^dent to ® 
make this move. Levison urged King to let the ^esfident 
"sweat” over King*s political position. il 

Levison then counseled King to issue ? statement 
praising Cassius Clay, the well-known athlete, for his refusa^^ 
to enter .ilitary ^ /OO^/OC 4 

It is interelt ii^ "to note that King made such a 
statement in the 4/24/67 edition of *The Washington Post and 
Times Herald." King also stated he would have announcemen t 
within 24 hours as to his political plans. ^ 

lo APR 2^ wr 

OBSERVATIONS : 

Since this Information is of prime importance to 
ne White House, it is deemed advisable to give it no additional 
issemination. , ^ 

CUMlfiedh>;i 
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C. D. Brennan to Sullivan Memorand 
RE:- MARTIN LOTHER KING, JR. 
lOe-106670 





RECOMMENDATION ; 

That attached communication be forwarded by 
routing slip to Mrs. Mildred Stegall at the White House. 




r 






MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR« 





The following Information has been supplied by 
confidential sources of this Bureau who have furnished 
reliable information in the past. LA- 

On April 21, 1967, Martin Luther King, Jr., 

President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, was 
in conference with his principal advisor, Stanley Lev Ison, 
concerning Klng*s political aspirations. King commented 
about the articles appearing in newspapers which indicated 
he might be pushed into running for President of the 
United States in 1968 as a peace candidate. It was agreed^ 
that this action would take Negro votes from President ft 
Lyndon B. Johnson. \ 

King mentioned that one of h^s aides was contacted 
on April 20, 1967, and asked if King would meet with 
President Johnson, if he were invited. Levison stated that 
the peace march in New York City on April 15, 1967, was so ^ 
impressive, it was forcing the President to make this move,-^ 
Levison urged King to let President Johnson ”sweat” over 
King*s political position. 

The decision of Cassius Clay, heavyweight boxing 
champion of the world, not to enter military service was ^ 
discussed. Levison urged King to issue a statement praising^ 
Clay for his actions. 

I 

It is interesting to note that the April 24, 1967, 
issue of **The Washington Post and Times Herald” carries a 
statement issued by King where he spoke out along the lines 
outlined for him by Levison. In this same article, King 
stated he would have an announcement within 24 hours as to 
his political plans. 
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««*f U**tisl *o«rc*s M this anrau «b« iatr* f«raisb*4 n 
rcliabl* lal«ra*tioa la tb* past. ^ 

Ob AprU SI, 1967, m^iu talior Kla«, «r., 
Pr*si4*at, Sovtbsm Caristtaa baadershlp Catfarsao*, vas 
ta aoafaraasa vltb bis asiaeipal s«atsas, Staalajr Lavish 
aaaearaiaa Kiag*s paliti^ asplntiaas. Slag aaa— at.6 


abaot tba srttslaa ^ppaarlag la aasapapata abieb tadlastaS 
ba alibt ba paabad lata naaiac fas Praaldaat *< tba 


Oaitad atatas la 1966 as a paaes aaadlSata. tt aas tarMf 
that tbis astlaa aaald taka Sagra aatas trm Praaldaat ^ . 
Igadaa •. Stobasoa. 

Eiag Matleaad that aa* af bis aides vas aaataatad 
aa April SO, 1967 , sad asricad If Stag adold aaat sitb 
Srasldaat Maacm, if ha vara lavltad. Larisas statad that 
the peaaa aarak la >sv Task Cits aa April 16 , 1967 , vas a* r, 
Isi^rasslva, It vas faralag tba trasldsat ts aaka this aaaa.f I 


Lsalsaa ariad Slag ts 1 st f ras ld a at f abas as *^saa a f aver V/ 
Elag*s palltiaal pasltlaa. ^ 0 < 

tba daalslaa aS Ca ss ias Clap, baavpvalght baadag 
abaa plaa af tba vorld, art ts aatar adlltarp sarvlsa vas 
dlsaaasad. Isvlsaa argai Hag ts Issss a stataasat pralslag 
Clap far bis astlaas. dC 

It Is latarastlag ts asta that tbs AprU 94 , 1997 , 
issas af *Tha Vaablagtaa Past aad tlass laral^sarrlaa a 
statasaat Isaa e d bp Hag abara ha spaks sat alaas tb* Haas 
sstllaad far bis Ip Larisas. Ba this saas artisis. Hag « 
statad ha vasld tara aa aaasaaaaaaaS vltbla 96 basrs as tsj* 
bis palltiaal plaas. // a/) ^ iJT. 
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(Alb 4/24/67 


Transmit the following in . 


(Type in plaintext or codef 

AIRHAIL 

(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM: SAC, ATUNTA (100-5586) 

<3 

MARTIN LOTHER KING, JR. 

SM - C 




ReBualrtel to Atlanta captioned, "COMINFIL, 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERiafCE (SCLC), IS - C” 
4/21/67. 

Re alrtel suggests Atlanta make discreet inquiry 
concerning KING'S recent confinement in hospital. 
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ISer, Staalks U jimm m* 
MfcTMlM tmetnim tk« ptfllttflal 


«■ ^prll 18 , 

WMrn Waektcl mn u 

m«« «f S»tta tatk« KIA. ».» STMUait. Soithm 
CkrlstUa l«aA«rAl» Cmtnwm, Vaektal aAvlMA to kaA 
Imuraed ttot tto Wmmm Stoito far toaaa s*a«p, • paalflat 
craap, «as ■aatlto m April 18, 186Y« to prapara a paapklat 
aaaoaaeias ttot Staf «oolA raa tar fraslAaat at tto « 
toltaa Statas ta 1888. Us a l aa p r a al Aa aU a l aaaaiAato 39 
aoaia to Dr. BtoJaala 8p a e> . 


laaktal «as saAar tto inpr aas l as Klas tot 
to roa aad tkat tkara voalA to a Matiar tto 
AprU SS, 188?, to fonnUta plaaa tar^ 


4 MlAd tta% Tilt 1 m 4 t# 

statoa ^t 8r. Spaek aaato tkis plaa to ■atarlallaa. 
UffUmMm aAvtoat Vatotol ttot Eias raaaatljr tol8 
Boraaa ttosMi, p— asaAiAato tar PrasiAaat as tto v 
Saoiallst fartp Tlatot, to aoalA sat raa tar toaslAato. 
tovlfoa aAalttoA tkara rill to a a aa tta i aa April 8S, MAT, 
tot to rill to to Aiseaas tto paaaa issaa. ^ 
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tataraatSaa toa alas toaa aaaataai laAtoatiat 
ttot Williaa 8. Stoia, 8 a atk a ra Ctoiatiaa to aAa r a klp 
Caataraaaa taaA raiaar.toa aaataataA a raAia atatlaa to 
HiilaAalpkla, Stoaaplaaaia, to Atoat# traa ttoa 


facto tostoAaA 
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DATE: 4/20/67 
1 - Mr. C.D. Brennan 
1 — Mr* D.M. Wells jf Tele.Room- 


JR. 
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Attached for your approval for dissemination are < # 
a letterhead memorandum containing the.following:^^ 

advised on 4/19/67 that Harry\yachtel 
and St an leV^v Ison were in conference that date concerning' 
the politi<<al future of Martin Luther King, Jr., President, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. Both men are 
principal advisors to King and have subversive backgrounds. 
Levison is a former long-time secret Communist Party member. 
They discussed the current move by the Women Strike for 
Peace, a pacifist group, to get King to run fon Ptesident 
of the United States in 1968 with Dr. Benjamiijifi^pock as his 
v ice-p residential candidate. Levison advised that King had 
recently told Norman Thomas, perennial candidate for Presidentl ' 
on the Socialist Party ticket that he would not run for y 
President. jJ y. ^ ^ 

Levison and Wachtel both agreed it was”to<^early 
for King to make a decision in this regard. Lev Ison -advised 
that King and Spock will meet in Boston on Apr 11^22, 1967,^ 
purportedly to discuss peace issues. ^ ^ 

Information has been received indicating ar«. 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference fund raiser is 
attempting to set up a: nationwide radio station network 
that will play King's speeches and sermons one-half hour 
every Sunday. The proceeds from the commercials on the 


1 


program will go to King's group. One Philadelphia station 


has agreed to this and 
4:30 p.m., on 4/16/67. 


aired King's one-half/ program at 
hour 


u. 


3 

9 

9 

3 


Efforts are being made to do the same with radio 
stations in the following cities: Baltimore, New York, ^ 

Chicago, Memphis, and Washington, D. C. qi i ^ 

100—106670 / ilfiC f L ^ lA f 

1 - 100-438794 (Southern Christian Lead ership Coa fe:ifeafeer; Sn 
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Memorandum C»D» Brennan to Sullivan 
Re:- MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 


RECOMMENDATION : 

That copies of the enclosure be forwarded by 
routing slips to Mrs. Mildred Stegall, the White House; : 

The Attorney General; and Assistant Attorneys General Teagley 
and Doar. 
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t - N. DeLoach 
1 - . Wick 
1 - Hr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. 0. Brennan 
1 - Mr. Shackelford 
- Mr. D. M. Wells 

April 14* 1M7 






Hmn LOTHsi snRi» jmt 


Tlis follcpvisg itiforssttloa Hmm besa mimltmd by 
eoaWldeatial scHiroes of this BwroM who hmwo fornishod i i 
roliftblo ittfonuitioo io the post* ^ 

Oo April 13» im» Kertia tether Kiag^ 

Presideatf Soathera Chrietiaa teadership CoaferoMse^ was 
ia eoataet with hio top adwisor# Staaley Lewisea* Eiaa 
iaforaed tewisoa he had heea ia eoataet with Br» lalph Boaohe 
eoaeeraiag Baaehe^o eritieisa of Xiag • Aeeordiao to Xiaf» 
Baache stated^ WKartia, X waat yea to haoo X ofreo with 
owerythiag yea are oayiag aboat Tietaaa. X aa abeolatoly 
eppoeed to the doveraaeat^a poliey.** Bunehe acreed to 
aeot with Xiif aad Dr. Beajaaia 1^^ folloviag the peaee^ 
deaoaatratioa at the Daitod latieaa oa April li^ 1967* 4r 

Aeeerdiag to a aew release teted April IS, IMT, 
BwMhe took aote of Sr. Kiagte doaial of iateatioa to Joia 
the oiwil rights aoweaeat with the peaoe aoweaeat. Baache 
stated pabliely that this *tates ware of the issae to wh^ 
ay oriti^ stateaeat had bees direetod.* U 
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barlM. tte. n4vlMd Cli« .t tte fr.cir«M 

mkt^ writiM Kii«*. iVMdi t. b. Mivu.4 •« tiM 

rally •% tb. bblt#d IktloM w Ayrll 18, 1887. Kira 
ratbralMtlrally M8^yt#d raamyt. tb»t bralma rra4t; t. 
bla^ Klac fKtlralarly lUw4 th. yart iadlratlag that tba / 
Oiltad Stataa lilMiald aallatarally irttbdra. fra. Tlataaa. 

Blag also liko4 tba yart ohora ba will ayyaal to tho 
eoaatry to "doasad iaslstoatly tbat oar Oo rar araat koBoa^ 
Haaol^s yraolM to Mgotlato if boid>laca ooaso.* ^ 

la a diseassls. as to hw to got Msgros^to 
sayyai ' t Kiag*s stato m 71atoa.» it was snggssted hSTlag 
radio syot aaaoa ac ara a ts. towlso. oaattoasd agalast hawlag ^ 
radio to*b.'»to«>aacsasats yragrarasd to wgross beeauss rastJL 

• - ^ ^ «« ,«u y;p 
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Kiac m 4 MnriMa Jo1b* 4 ia thair aflofatraaoa 
tor Bairy Va«total« a M* Tork attovaan Barry Balafoata» a 
! aattoaally kaova alsaar^ aad Aadrav Tonag« Bxacatlra Biractor» 
Boatkara Christiaa Laadaraklp Coafareaaa. Ttoia graap 41»> 
casaad Ktaa*a apaaoto to too dalirarad at tha paaoa daaoastratloB 
ea April 18» lf67. Thay dlaoaasad vaya la atoleh addlttoaal 
aapport aaa toa obtaiaad aoaaaralag Klac'o riaoa oa Tiataaa. 

It aaa acraad ttoat aaaapapar advartiaaaaata ('.akoald toa raa 
aa aall aa radio apot aaaoaaeaaaata parohaaad ia aa affort 
to gala aupport for Kiag'a aati-Tiotaaa poaitioa. Kiag 
adviaod ttoat toa aoald appaar oa tha Batioaal IroadoaatiBg ^ 
Coapaay’a aatiooaida prograa aatitlad *Paoa tha yatioa” om^ 
April 16. 166T. 



Tha Toaag Cewwaiat taagaa haa tooaa Aoaigaatod 
by tha Vtoitotf ttataa Attaraay Oaaaral paraaaat to CO 
laaoativf Ordar 1M86. 

- : N * • ) ■ 

Barry Baatotal ia a fataar aatobar of tha 
■atiaaal Laayora OaiM. aa aagaaiaatiaa vhiah haa 
toaoa daalgaatad aa a aaaaaaiat froet toy tha Caaalt* 
too aa 0to>4aariaaa Aatiritiaa. Saitad Stataa Boaaa 
of kaproaaatatiroa. Bahhtol ia a partaor ia tha 
Uv flra of Sabia. Mahtol, Baaa. aad Lariaa, (j 
868 Badiaoa Araaao, Boa Tavk. Boa Tao%. ^ 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

XEROX COPIES BEING SENT TO MRS. MIU>RED STEGALL, THE WHITE 
HOUSE; THE SECRETARY OP STATE; THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE; 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL; AND ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL (// 
YEAGLEY AND DOAR. 

NOTE: 



Classified "Secret** inasmuch as source for the 
above information is a highly sensitive source relating 
the racial situation. 


It 


See memorandum C* D. Brennan to W» C. Sullivan. . 
4/14/67, captioned as above, prepared by DMW:dsm. ^ 
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MsHorandUB to Hr. SulliTui 
Ito: Martin Lather KXng, Jr, 


The attacks on King were discussed and WachteX 

1 advised that this criticise is an effort to get King, 

WachteX stated that Klng*s enesies say try to bring out the 
**oXd stuff** the FBI has concerning his« % 

BBCOMMEHPATIOW ; 

That the copies of the enclosures be forwarded by 
routing slips to Mrs, Mildred Stegall, the White House; the 
Honorable Dean Rusk, Secretary of State; the Honorable Robert 
MoHasara, Secretary of Defense; the Attorney General; and 
Assistant Attorneys General Teagley and Doar* ^ 

V/ / 
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KEASOi! EtK tAlEBiJOi 


NGTOlf, D.C. 20535 


FCW.n. Ki4.2.. -April 14, 1967 

OATE Of REVIEW 
OECiASSIFICATIOi • - .Jj. Is* - - 

. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Th« following information has been supplied by 
confidential sources of this Bureau who have furnished 
reliable information in the past. UL 

On April 13, 1967, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, was 
in contact with his top advisor, Stanley Levison. King 
informed Levison he had been in contact with Dr. Ralph Bunche 
concerning Bunche *s criticism of King. According to King, 
Bunche stated, "Martin, I want you to know I agree with 
everything you are saying about Vietnam. I am absoluteljr— 
opposed to the Government’s policy." Bunche agreed to yK 
meet with King and Dr. Benjamin Spock following the* peacec^< 
demonstration at the United Nations on April 15, 1967. 

According to a news release dated April 13, 1967, 
Bunche took note of Dr. King’s denial of Intention to join 
the civil rights movement with the peace movement. Bunche 
stated publicly that this "takes care of the issue to which 
my critical statement had been directed." 

lievison then advised King of the progress he was 
making writing King’s speech to be delivered at the peace 
rally at the United Nations on April 15. 1967. King 
enthusiastically accepted excerpts that Levison read to 
him. King particularly liked the part indicating that the 
United States should unilaterally withdraw from Vietnam 
King also liked the part where he will appeal to the S 
country to "demand Insistently that our Government honor 
Hanoi's promise to negotiate if bombings cease." 

In a discussion as to how to get Negroes to 
support King’s stand on Vietnam, it was suggested having 
radio spot announcements. Levison cautioned against having 
radio spot announcements programmed to Negroes because most 
Negroes do not want to become identified with this peace^ 
demonstrat ion . 
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King and Levison were joined in their conference 
by Harry Wachtel, a New York attorney; Harry Belafonte, a 
nationally known singer; and Andrew Young, Executive Director, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. This group dis- 
cussed King^s speech to be delivered at the peace demonstration 
on April 15, 1967. They discussed ways in which additional 
support can be obtained concerning King*s views on Vietnam. 

It was agreed that newspaper advertisements should be run 
as well as radio spot announcements purchased in an effort 
to gain support for King’s anti-Vietnam position. King 
advised that he would appear on the National Broadcasting ^ 
Company’s nationwide program entitled ’’Face the Nation” on ^ 
April 16, 1967. 




js*sj 



The Young Communist League has been designated 
by the United States Attorney General pursuant to LL 
Executive Order 10450. 


Harry Wachtel is a former member of the 
National Lawyers Guild, an organization which has 
been designated as a communist front by the Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities, United States House 
of Representatives. Wachtel is a partner in the 
law firm of Rubin, Wachtel, Baum, and Levine, (JL 
598 Madxson Avenue, New York, New York..^ 
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Date: 4/20/67 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority} 




TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, CHICAGO 



.Of 



Reverend HENRY MITCHELL, 

Pastor, North Star 
Missionary Baptist Church, 

111 Chicago, Illinois, 

^Threats of Bodily Harm 
i ^/RACIAEJilATIERS^, 

\ (00: Chicago) (157-1869) (P) 

* o 

MARTIN LT iTffK{^ TCTKn_ 

EACIAt MATTERS 

(00: Atlanta) (100-35356) (P) 

(Bufile 100-106670) 

Re Chicago teletype dated 4/19/67, captioned 
as above; and Chicago teletype dated 1/13/67, captioned 
’’Demonstration by North Star United Missionary Workers 
of America, Chicago, Illinois, 1/13/67, RACIAL MATTER.” 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of an 
LHM dated and captioned as above. One copy of the LHM 
is being furnished to USA, Chicago. 
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Bureau (Enc. (RM) / 

Atlanta (157-5586 (MARTIN LUTHER KING) ) 
(1 - 157-5718 (SCLC) ) 

Chicago 

(1 - 100-35356) -5. 

(1 - 157-413) 

(1 - 105-16238 (SCLC; 

(1 - 100-40340) //JO- //T/'-v/l— 

(1-- 100-40578) 

|ljs . '*ecoR,5^ ^ 

m} — ^ 



Sent / 



Igent in Charge 


hr>'ch 11 


CG 157-]06!> 
CG T00-35:{56 
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Chica;;o Indices contain no dtr fcoj y or 
subversive activities concerning Reverend ifKKUY MITCHE/jL 
or the North Star United Missionary Workers of America, 
although Chicago dead files 100-10240 and_44U>-i0578 have 
been opened to file information previously received 
concerning MITCHELL and this organization. 

Chicago \fcill continue to follow this matter 
and report any pertinent activity. 

Character for KING is carried as RM since 
information reported more aptly fits that character. 
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In Bipfyt PUoM R^tr lo 
nkNn. 157-1869 
100-35356 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI 


a 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Chicago, Illinois 
April 20, 1967 


REVEREND HENRY MITCHELL, 
PASTOR, NORTH STAR 
missionary BAPTIST CHURCH, 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 

THREATS OF BODILY HARM, 
RACIAL MATTERS 

MARTIN LuTKEH KING 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On April 19, 1967, Reverend Henry Mitchell, 
pastor of the North Star Missionary Baptist Church, 

1414 South Haailin, Chicago, Illinois, condemned 
Reverend Martin Luther King today at a Chicago press 
conference, describing King as "an outsider who does 
not know the problems of Chicago. I suggest Dr. King 
get the hell out of here." Reverend Mitchell asserted 
that civil rights marches are destructive and precipitate 
increased hate. Reverend Mitchell is the president of 
the North Star United Missionery Workers of America 
and declared his missionary workers are encouraging 
low income and relief families to "take it easy this 
summer" . 


On April 19, 1967, a source advised that 
Reverend Mitchell revealed to the Chicago Police Department 
that he had received two local telephone calls after the 
above press conference threatening him with bodily harm 
if he persisted in criticizing King. The unidentified 
callers objected to Mitchell’s stand against King. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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REVEREND HENRY MITCilELL, 
PASTOR, NORTH STAR 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH, 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 

THREATS OF BODILY HARM. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 



The foregoing information v^as furnished to 
the following Individuals on April 19, 1967: 


Group 

Evanston, Illinois 


Service , 

Chicago, Illinois 

A copy of this memorandum is being furnished 
to the United States Attorney’s Office, Chicago, Illinois. 

The Chicago Sun-Times, Four-Star Final, dated 
April 20, 1967, contained an article entitled, ’’Negro 
pastor Rips Rights Marchers”. This article states in 
part the following: 

A Negro pastor, who once led ’’hunger marches” 
of relief recipients, condemned civil rights marches 
Wednesday and pledged to work against them. He is the 
Reverend Henry Mitchell, pastor of North Star Missionary 
Baptist Church, 1414 South Hamlin, who asserted: 

’’Last years marches precipitated Increased 
hate. All doors now seem to be shut in our children’s 
faces. ” 
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REVEREND HENRY MITCHELL, 
PASTOR, NORTH STAR 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH, 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 

THREATS OF BODILY HARM 

MA RTIN LUTHER KING 


Reverend Mitchell singled out Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., as ”an outsider \^ho does not kno\i 
the problems of Chicago”. 

A1 Raby, convenor of the Coordinating Council 
of Community Organizations and a King aid, replied to 
the criticism, ”I believe that Reverend Mr. Mitchell 
is a black Anglo-Saxon puppet of Mayor Daley and is 
merely a part of Daley’s campaign to try to intimidate 
and to create a facade that the (civil rights) movement 
does not have the support of the Negro community. “ 
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Conmunist Influence in Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on April 19, 1967, that 
Stanley Levison and Harry '?achtel were in contact on that 
date. Their contact was arranged by Wachtel so that he coul<y_ 
ascertain from Levison if Martin Luther King, President 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), ^ 


agreed to run for President of the United States. 



I 




o ; 
•\ ; 


Wachtel had learned that the V^omen Strike for 
Peace group v/as to meet on April 19, 1967, for the purpose 
of preparing a nannWet announcing a ticket with Martin 
Luther King for President and Dr. Benjamin Spock for _ 

Vice President of the United States. Wachtel had received 
J infoimation that Dr. Spock related it following a meeting 
j^on Saturday, April 15 , 1967 , and added that a meeting would uZq 
be held this v^eekend to formulate plans for the campaign, z ,, 

^ ^ 

Levison denied that such a plan was decided upon 
Saturday’s meeting, but admitted that Spock wanted a 
ticket of King and himself. Levison was so sure that 
nothing happened at the Saturday affair that he told Wachtel 
^that he did not leave King’s side during the meeting and 
even accompanied King to his hotel following the meeting. 

It was agr*e?d to by ’^achtel and Levison that King 
should not af^re*^. at this tu.me to make a run for the Presidency. 
Levison mentioned that King told i^lorman Thomas recently that.^k 
he would not run, 

Accordim- to the source, a meeting will be held this 
ekend in Boston, Massachusetts, by representatives of peace 
ups. Included in those who are scheduled to attend are jK 
ng a'td Spock, Levison is not planning to be in attendancer"^ 
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At the present time. Kin 3 is in an Atlanta, Georgia 
hospital, having entered on the night of April 18, 1967. 

The source did not know the nature of his illness. The source 
did learn, however, that King plans to be out of the hospital 
by Friday, April 21, 1967, in order to go to Providence, • 
Rhode Island that night. H 
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Harry '/achtel is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for • 
Hunan Rights, New York, New York. 



With respect to the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, it is to be noted that this 
organization is an adjunct of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference* • 
(SCLC), of which Martin Luther Kine , Jr. 
is the president, and serves to raise 
funds for the SCLC. 
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MTIONAL LAWYERS OUILD 


APPENDIX 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following (J^ 
concernlrig the National Lawyers Guild: 

"National Lawj’ers Guild 

"1. Cited as a Communist front, 

(special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 13II on the. 

CIO Political Action Committee, lA. 

March 29, 19^4, p. 149.) 

"2, Cited as a Communist front which *is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front organizations, 
and controlled unions* and which * since 
its inception hds never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.* 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950, 
originally related September 17 > 1950.) 

"3. *To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the * * * 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection,* 
(internal Security Subcommittee of the.. 
Senate Judiciary Committee-,. Handbook (JU 
for Americans ,..3^ Doc.,. IXTj >pril.. 23> 

1956, p. 91.)" 
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On April 17, 1967. a confidential source, who has 
fuinished reliable information in the past, furnished the ^ 
following information: 


Stanley Levison and Gloria Cantor, the secretary 
to Harry Belafonte, the well known entertainer, were in 
contact on that date concemine an affair which took place 
on Saturday afternoon, April 15, 1967, following the 


rk: 



It was Levison’s opinion, in summing up the results- - : 
of the discussion which took place at the affair, that ' - - 

progress was made since it was agreed not to argue and 
criticize each other (Carmichael and King) on matters not 
agreed to, but instead, to cooperate on common goals. A 
Levison was of the opinion that Carmichael made a consci^^ 2 
effort to be cooperative • . 

Cantor did not agree with Levison* s statement that 
Carmichael was cooperative, commenting that he was talking 
down to King. She does not trust Carmichael; neither does 
Levison. However, Levison feels differently toward him 
because he (Carmichael) knows that the kind of program he 
wamts to advance is impossible for him with or without King. 

4 '^at Carmichael contends, according to Levison, is that there 
,j.|can be no advances made in civil rights unless Negroes form 
[Ian armed resistance group, and resist the draft resort 
^f, [jto violence. This is ?iopeless and stunid in Leyison *s eyes ; ^ 

'' U, efearmichael wanted to open a program of cooperation with King /6^79 

r 5 ^ Exempt\om GDSiCalegoi y ^ ^ . -- 

‘ f \ Pale of Deo^ssificallon Indefinite r m 1 f,, ^ ^ \ 


ii^sifical|on Indefinite 

'Vii'O 4 . 
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Conununist Influence in Racial iatters 


so that he could tour the country with King* It vjas Liivi-c^’s 
conclusion that he just v;anted to be with King so that he ^ 
could draw an audience. 

Cantor, according to the source, can be described 
as a hero vjorshipper of Martin Luther King, but recently she 
has formed some reservations in her own mind about some of 
his actions. In explaining. Cantor was disappointed to see 
King let Felafonte "push" him into an embarrassing situation 
during their discussion with Carmichael and other representa- 
tives of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC). Cantor was very sorry to see Belafonte side with 
SNCC rather than vrith King. It is her feeling that due 
Belafonte *s pressure on him. King is bet^inning to think 
like SMCC. 


Cantor then revealed to Levison that she was 
upset to see that Belafonte could lead King. She opined that 
this may be due to King's indebtedness to, Belafonte , since 
Belafonte continues to pay for "his nurse" (King t s ) .Levison 
acknowledged that he knew about it, but felt it was due t^ 
the fact that Kinfr has a constemt struggle with expenses.-® 

Levison tried to console Cantor by telling her that 
King would never think and act like SNCC. He went even 
further and disclosed that King had told him that Belafonte 
was dra^Tn to SNCC emotionally, but he (Belafonte) trusted King 
integrity much more than he did of SNCC. Levison revealed 
that other discussions between King and Carmichael would 
take place thereby affording an opportunity to test the ^ 
sincerity of both Carmichael and Belafonte. 

It was Levison* s belief that the trouble in the 
civil rights movement is due to the feelings of the radicals 
that King has to be a conservative and that Carmichael has to 
be a radical. Levison opined that Carmichael would 
eventually end uo in defeat since he has no program to speak 
of and what he has, is an unsound one. In elaborating, ® 
Levison felt that one does not call for insurrection in a 
place where you are outnumbered and outgunned. 
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Communist Infiltration in 
Racial Matters 
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SUP (S/ By . 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on April 16, 1967, that 
information had come to his attention which disclosed that 
Stanley ^vison was in contact with an unknown female on that 
date. Kis contact was in regard to Martin Luther King's 
appearance before "Face the Nation" earlier in the afternoon 

According to the information the source was able 
to ascertain, the female wanted to know if Levison had 
witnessed King's appearance before the panel. Levison, in 
commenting that he had not, acknowledged, however, that he 
had met with King on Saturday night and had advised King ^ 
how to answer the questions which would be put to him on w 
the show. 

The unknown female, in commenting on the march ^ 
which took place in New York City on Saturday afternoon, 

April 15, 1967, said Stokely Carmichael (the Chairman of ^ 
the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCO) ^ 
and other youth who spoke at the United Nations, gave her* 
the impressicxi that they were going to have a liationv/ide ^ 
reach into the young people all over the countrw'%urid it 
seemed to her that "these" organizations (SNCC ^d the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)) ought to be ready 
to suggest to King that a coalition be agreed to betv»een 
their organizations (SNCC and the Southern Christian 

r adership Conference (SCLO). It was her contention that 
coalition could be worked out if hundreds of workshop^ 
&ould be started by people from SNCC and the,SCLC .,4 , J§ 

Cla8sUlc<l 
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Levison commented that after a meeting on Saturday, 
April 15, 1967, between King, himself and individuals who 
represented organizations less prone to non-violence (SNCC) 
and (CORE), it was decided that efforts would be made to 
persuade all organizations to adopt the non-violent ^ 
philosophy. Consequently, according to Levison, there w 
»vould be a coalition on specific issues. 


With regard to King's appearance before 
"Face the Nation", a Columbia Broadcasting 
System program, Sunday, April 16, 1967, 

"The New York Times", Monday, April 17, 1967, 
page 1, reported on Martin Luther King's 
appearance on that show, and his remarks during 
an impromptu news conference. During his 
appearance on the (k>lumbia Broadcasting 
System (CBS) show. King declared that he was i 
philosophically opposed to Communism. 


He said: "I think it is based on a metaphysical 

materialism, at points an ethical relativism, 
a crippling totalitarianism in many instances, 
and a denial of human freedom that I would ^ 
not prefer." 


King, according to the article, also 
disassociated the sponsors of the anti-war 
demonstration from the burning of draft cards 
and an American flag. 

During his impromptu news conference. King 
warned that at least 10 cities across the 
country, including New York, "could explode 
in racial violence this summer". 


Describing the cities as "powder kegs". King 
said "the nation has not done anything to 
improve conditions in these areas". 

Included among the cities were Cleveland, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Oakland, California, 
'Washington, Newark and New York. He said i# 
there were other cities, which he did not ^ 
name , in the South. 
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SUBJECT: martin LUTHER KING 

APPEARANCE ON "FACE THE NATION" 

4-16-67 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Martin Luther King*s appearance on the CBS televisions 
program "Face the Nation" was televised 4-16-67. 

During the program, which lasted approximately 30 minutes. 
King made no reference to the Director or the FBI. 

In the main, the questions and comme nts by King concerned 
the so-called "peace movement," which received nationwide attention 
the day before. 

In connection with this "peace movement, " King stated 
that his recent activities in this direction Wffe not an attempt tq "fuse" 
or "merge" this movement with the civil rights movement from an 
organizational point of view. He did feel that the "fervor" of the civil 
rights movement should be "imbued" in the peace moveiheht. : 




King basically felt that the United States should take 
the following steps in connection with the Vietnam war: 1. Take the 
initiative on halting hostilities; 2. Immediately cease fire unilaterally; 

3. Halt military build-up in Southeastern Asia; 4. Allow the National 
Liberation Front to have a voice in the government of South Vietnam. 

1 In connection with the peace movement demonstrations, 

^ King stated that he does "not advocate, at this time, civil disobedience. " c 
Bfe^i^ied that any responsible leaders of the peace demonstrations the 
day before had anything to do with the draft card burnings and any burning ^ 

of the American flag. King stated that he is urging young men to "study" t 

their right to assume a conscientious objector status in connection with 
thei^elective service obligations. King further stated that if he were 
leir place, he would be a Ghnscientij^s^blec tor^ J ^70 
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I King also described America as having a ^ ^paranoid fear^* 
of communism. King also denied any real split in the civil rights 
movement and attributed any differences to "healthy debates. " King 
stated that the loss of impetus in the civil rights movement, has 
resulted from the Vietnam war diverting attention from the civil rights 
movement. It was King’s contention that the Vietnam war has 
"strengthened the forces of reaction. " 

I In reference to the recent unseating of Congressman 

Adam Clayton Powell, King claimed that racism was basically behind 
the treatment given Powell by his fellow Congressmen. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

None. For information. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : Mr. SulUv^^l^ 

FROM : c. D. Brenn«a^j^^ 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY NATTER - C 


LvOUTE IN SNVEx.QPE 


1 - Mr. DeLoacb 
1 - Mr. Wick 
1 * Mr. Sullivan 

DATET 4/18/67 
1 - Mr. C.D. Brennan 
1 - Hr. D.M. Wells 





Attached for your approval is a letter to Mrs. Mildred 
Stegall at the White House. 

As you recall,- on April 10, 1967, we furnished the 
White House with a 15>page document which was a scathing 
indictment of Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, clearly showing the communist 
influence he is operating under. That same day, the President 
sleTt the United States for the Lat in-American. Conference. It 
lid felt that perhaps with the press of business -at that time, 
Ithe President did not have the opportunity to^i^ead this 
IdoCument which depicted King as an ins trumentjo^ .subversive 
linfluences. » 


Attached is a letter to the White House enclosing 
a of King *8 most recent speech which he delivered on 

lAprfllS, 1967, at a massive anti-war rally in Kew York City. 
(This letter also summarizes the information contained in 
[the 15-page document in an effort to get the President to 
(read this document. 


/ f 

v.y 


RECOMMENQATIOH: 


That the attached letter and enclosure be forwarded 


to Mrs. Mildred Stegall at the White House. 
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i the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for was reviewed and pertinent items were 

' marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
'portions of^ cociQfifflihe original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
e BW^u ca 


i case or subject matter files. 
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UNITED STATES r VERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Gale 


DATE: 4/16/67 


W. V. Cleveli 


ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


^ Bobw 
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Captioned individualtelephonically spoke with 
Extra Duty Supervisor^mHmi|p^ Special Investigative 
Division, at 1:10 a.m. He prefaced his remarks with the 
statement that he was "not drunk or some nut,” but that he 
was watching television and observed Stokely Carmichael and 
Dr. Martin L uthe^Kin g” advocat ing the violent overthrow 
of the U^S.”^|||[^|[|||[|B said he wanted it made a 

matter of record that he protests that the Government should 
do something to "muzzle these bastards,” He stated he is 62 


years of a 




t a t emenTsmade 


H[^about his ^ 
jarmichael and 


oystrtii 


tie is going to 
^concern re 
television. 
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u files contain no identifiable record con- 
■based on information available. 
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An Adless by 

Dr, Martin Lutha* King Jr«. 

April Mobilization to End the War in Vietnam 
New Ycrk City 
Saturday, April 15, 196? 


I cone to participate in this significant demonstration 
tod^^ becatse my conscience leaves me no other choice, I Join you 
in this mobilization because I cannot be a silent onlooker while evil 
rages. I am here because I agree with Dante, that: "The hottest 
places in hell are reserved for those who, in a period of moval crisis, 
maintain their neutrality," In these days of emotional tension, when 
the problems of the vrorld ?re gigantic in extent and chaotic in detail, 
there is no greater need than for sober thinking, mature judgment, and 
creative dissent. 

In all our history there has never been such a monianental 
dissent during a war by the American people . Polls reveal more than 
ten million explicitly oppose the war. Additional millions cannot bring 
themselves to support it, and millions who do assent to it are half- 
hearted, confused and doubt-ridden. 

Tens of thousands of our deepest thinkers in the academic 
and intellectual community are adamantly opposed to the war; 
distinguished church and theological leaders of every race and religion 



are maral^ outraged by it; and many young people in all walks of life 
believe it a corrutrtion of every American value they have been taught 
to respect. Let no one claim there is a consensus for this war — no 
flag waving, no smug satisfaction with territorial concjuest, nc 
denunciation of the enemy can obscure the tm^h that many millions of 
patriotic Americans repuc’iate this war and refuse to take moral responsibility 
for it. Nor can the fact be obscured that our nation is increasingly 
becoming an object of scorn around the globe. The respect we von 
viien our course was right is rapidly being loot as even our closest 
allies leave our side embarrassed with our pretense that we are 
bearers of a moral crusade^ 

The physical tolls of this bloo(^, costly and futile war 
literally stagger the imagination. We see the nightmare in our living 
rooms in all their tragic dimensions on television screens. We see the 
rice fields of a small Asian country trampled at will and bum'^d at whim. 

We see grief -stricken mothers with crying babies clutched in their i 
aims as the^'’ watch their little huts burst into flames; we see fields and 
valleys of tattle painted w:.th mankind *s blood; and the ultimate horror 
is that we see little children mutilated and incinerated with napalm. 

Even closer to us in our own neighborhoods and in our 
own families we learn of American youth destroyed and maimed in 
savage combat. American mothers aid fathers are given coffins and 


jnedaTus, crippled sons and pious praise* And yet, many of them are 
bold eno’^^h to declare their sacrifice has no meaning* They have 
S’lffered the ultimate loss and from it feel a sense of no gain* There is 
a quiet terror in the home of every drpjft-eligible boy as families 
contemplate possible death that waits in jungle depths for our sons 
and husbands* 

The American people have fred.y given their lives in many 
s*;:ruggl£'s vjhere genuine American interests were threatened. In its 
deepest sense the immorality of this war lies in the tragic fact that no 
vital American interest is in peril or in jeopardy. We are waging war 
ill a contest that is fully capable- of resolution by peaceful means* 
American and Vietnamese lives are being snuffed out in terrifying and 
i^.’Dspeakable comba-t. when issues can be settled by political methods* 

I express here not merely my own opinion, but many of the 
:,uoughts of some of our nation’s foremost statesmen, leading newspapers, 
outstanding historians, and political scientists* This judgment is 
shared by heads of nations -irfio have been our aT,lies in peace and 
war; by the Secretary General of the United Nations, U Thant, by Pope 
Paul and countless eminent world figures* This war cries out to be 
brought to an end. Yet wq are told it must be continued because in some 
mysterious manner if we make a move toward peace without significant 
concessions from Hanoi, a catastrophic world defeat awaits us* 
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There is not a shred of substance in this argument. The power we 
possess is titanic. It can neither be lost nor diminishidi ed by unilateral 
initiatives for peace on our part. It is hard to believe, in the words of 
U Thant, "That the United States, with power and wealth unprecedented 
in human history cannot afford to take this initiative." 

We took the initiative to enlarge the war on land, on the sea, 
and in the air. We are strong enough to take the initiative to end it. 

I am not absolving Hanoi nor the Viet Cong of their 
responsibilities, nor do I condone certain rigid attitudes. I am not 
naive enough, however, to think that they will come to a. conference table 
while clouds of bombs are driving than into bomb shelters. As an 
American my duty is to speak to my government. Even if my philosophy 
is not welcomed in ai other country, I must constantly strive to make 
it welcomed in Wrshington. 

Recently one of the great Buddhist leaders of Vietnam 
wrote these words: "Each dsy the war goes on the hatred increases in 
the hearts of the Vietnamese and in the hearts of those of humanitarian 
instincts. The Americans are farcing even their friends into becoming 
their enemies. It is curious the the Americans, who caL culate so 
carefully on the possibility of military victory, do not realize that 
in the process they are incurring deep psychological and political defeat. 
The image of /jnerica will never again be the image of revolution, 
freedom and democracy, but the image of violence and militarism." 


c 
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VThether we realize it or not, our attitude toward a 
negotiated settlement of the war In Vietnam places us in the 
position of obstructing the principles of self-determination. 

By entering a war that is little more than a domistic civil 
war, America has ended up supporting a new form of colonialism 
covered up by eertain niceties of coc^jlexity. 

A brief look at the background and history of this war 
reveals with brutal clarity the ugliness of our policy. It is a 
well-known fact that we participated in sabotaging the Geneva 
agreement calling for elections in South Vietnam and providing 
that the 17th parallel was but a tein)orary i^ilitary line. We 
helped install Premier "Diem and watched with approval as he 
engaged in ruthless and bloody persecution of all opposition 
forces. After Diem’s death, we actively supported another 
dozen military dictatorships, all in the name of fighting for 
freedom. At this very moment, we are supporting the notorious 
General Ky, who was a mercenary of the French against the 
Algerians, who acknowledges Hitler as his hero-figure, and who 
supervised the strangulation of the nonviolent Buddhist movement. 
When it became 
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cvtV .K r.b‘>:-. r:i^?'nics roc id not defeat the Vie? Cong, \jc 

delibcri-tely stopped up the war, transformed advisors into soldiers, 
inersared tho soldiers from soras ten tiicusnnd to a half-rillicr. and 
iaonri:?v. ''oobing raids upon the North on a senTe as vast as that In 
iJcrl'i Far IX. Ihis ic no longer a snwll w^r. It is the third 
larger': in Aiaerlran history and it dominates our lives with Its evil 
conso* ». rr :ea. 

All of t'^ia reveals that we are in an i^.itenable position 
icrar \y and politically, ’^•’e ace left standing before the world glutted 
with ''•’eci'th a: d pc:/e7; but morally conr trie ted and Iniooverished. Fe 
ore engaged in a wa?: Chat seeks to t»3rn the clock of history fcaak and 
perpetuate white colon5.alism. The greatest irony and tragedy ox It 
all is th?.t our nation which initiated so much of the revolutionary 
spirit of this nodern vjorid, it :?.ow cast in the irold of balng an 
arch anti-rcvoluticrary. 

One of the greatest casualties of the :«>: in Vietnam is the 
G:*eat Society, This ccr;f;:sed war has played havee with our 
dooestlc destinies. Despite feeble protestations to the contrary, 
the pronit es of the fr-ia*: oco icty have been shot do m on the battlefield 
of Vietnam. The pursuit of this T;idcned war has narrowed the premised 
dlrocnricnc of the domestic welfare yrograos, making the poor, white and 


Mngro, bear the heaviest burdens hath at the froot and at bore. 
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the antl»poverty program is cautiously Initiated^ zealously 
supervised and required to be an Instant success, billions are liberally 
expended for this Ill-considered war. The security vie profess to seek 
in foreign adventures we will lose in our decaying cities. Tlie boobs 
In Vietnam explode at hone; they destroy the hopes and possibilities 
for a decent America. 

It Is estimated that we spend $322,000 for each enemy vie kill, 
while we spend in the so-called war on poverty In America only about 
$53.00 for each person classified as "poor". And much of that $53.00 
goes for salaries of people who are not poor. Ife have escalated the 
war In Vietnam and dc-escalated the sklrnlsh against poverty. It 

V 

challenges the iti'kagl nation to contemplate what lives we could transform 
If we viere to cease killing. I do not say some have charged that 
our nation cannot support both viar and ad^nento snti-poverty programs* 

We can do both, but I warn that It Is Inevitable that the men of power 
who never wanted a struggle for civil rights and the elimination of 
poverty will use the burden of the war to scuttle constructive social 
programs. Their voices are already loud and effective, and they tiill 
put a false and liinoral choice between the cost of progress and 
viihat they call the cast of survival. This all too prevalent thinking 
is being used to escalate tl\e war and de-cscalate the in^ortance of 
civial rights. 



_ GO not suggest that there can be no progress toward 
ecniality e\’’en if the war continues, but I do believe thj^ the struggle 
is made harder and more complex* I will continue my civil rights 
activities not with diminished vigor but id.th increased energy because 
T know the war has compounded our difficulties financially, morally 
and psychologically < 

I might also state at this point for clarification that I have 
have not urged a mechanical fusion of the civil rights aid peace 
movements. There are people who have come to see the moral 
imperative of equality tut who cannot, yet see the moral imperative of 
world brotherhood, I would like to see the fervor of the civil rights 
movement imbued Into the peace movement to instill with greater 
stength, but I am not urging a single organizational form« 

I believe everyone has a duty to be in both the ci'/il rights 
and peace movements, but for those who presently choose but one, I 
would hope they will finally come to see the moral roots common to 
bothc I hope they will understand that brotherhood is indivisible, ^that 
equality of races is connected with the equality of nations in a single 
harmonious co-existence of all human beings, 

A further casualty of the war in Vietnam is the humility 
of our nation. Through rugged determination, scientific and 
te :hnological progress and freedom from wars fought on its soil. 
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America has become the richest and most powerful nation in the world 
This year our national gross product will reach the astounding figur 
of 780 billion dollars. All of this is a staggering picture of our 
great power. 

3ut honesty impels me to eciiit that otir power has often 
made us arrogant. T7e feel that our money can do anything. X/e 
arrogantly feel that we have everything to teach other nations anc 
nothing to learn from then. T/e often arrogantly feel that vre have 
some devine, messianic mission to police the whole world, ’fe are 
arrogant, as Senator Fvlbright .' as said, to thin!: ourselves "God's 
avenging angels”. \7e are arrogant in not allowing young nations to 
go through the sane growing onins, turbulence and revolution that 
characterized our history. We are arrogant ’in our contention that 
we have some sacred xr.lscxon to protect people from totalitarian rule 
while we make little use of our power to end the evils of South 
Africa and lUiodesia, and vrhila we in fact support dictatorships with 
guns and money under the guise of fighting coramunisn. '7e are arro- 
gant in professing to concerned about the freedom of foreign 
nations while not setting our ovm house in order. I'any of our 
senators and congressmen vote joyously ]to appropriate billions of 
dollars for war in Vietnam, and these same senators and congressmen 
vote loudly against a frir housing bill to make it possible for a 
negro veteran of Vietnam to pu chare a decent home. T7e arm Negro 
soldiers to kill on foreign battlefields, but offer little protec- 
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tlon for their relative from beatings and killings in our own South. 

V7e are willing to make the Negro 100% of a citizen in warfare, but 
reduce him to 50% of a citizen on American soil. Cf all the good 
things in life the Negro has approximately one^half those of whites; 
of the bad he has tvfice that of whites. Thus, half of all Negroes 
live in substandard housing and he has half the income of whites. 

TThen we turn to the negative experiences of life, the Negro has a 
double share. There are twice as many Negroes unemployed as white ; 
there are twice as many Negro soldiers dying in acti n in Vietnam 
as whites in proportion to their numbers in the population. 

All of this reveals that our nation has not yet .used its 
vast resotirces of power to end the long night of poverty, racism 
and man's inhumanity to man. Enlarged power me^ns enlarged peril 
if .there is not concommitant growth of the soul. Constructive power 
is the right use of strength. If our nation's strength is not used 
responsibly and with restraint, it will.be, following Acton's dictum, 
using power that tends to corrupt and absolute power that corrupts 
absolutely. Cur arrogance can be our doom. It can bring the curtain 
down on our national drama. Ultimately a great nation is a compassion- 
ate nation. Ue are challenged in these turbulent days to use our power 
to speed up the day when "every valley shall be exalted, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low; and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough places plain." 
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Another reason why I vicorously oppose the war in 
Vietnam is that its continuation deeply threatens the prospect of 
nanhind's survival. This war has created the climate for greater 
armament and further expansion of destructive nuclear power. 

President John F. Ilennedy said on one occasion: "Mankind must put 

an end to war or war will put an end to mankind." Uisdom born of 
e3q>ericnce should tell us that war is obsolete. There may have been 
a time when war served as a negative good preventing the spread and 
growth of an evil force, but the destructive power of modern weapons 
eliminates even the possibility that war may serve as a negative good. 
If we assume that life is worth living and that man has a right to 
survivo, then we must find an alternative to war. In a day when 
vehicles hurtle through outer space and guided ballistic missiles 
carve highways of death t!irough the stratosphere, no .nation can 
claim ”'ictory in war. A so-called limited war will leave little more 
than a calamitous legacy of human suffering, political turmoil and 
spiritual disillusionmant . A world war -- God forbid! — will leave 
only smouldering ashes as a mute testimony of a human race whose 
folly led inexorably to ultimate death. So if modern man continues to 
flirt unhesitatingly v/ith war, he will transform his earthly habitat 
into an inferno such as even the mind of Dante could not imagine. 
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Let roe say finally that I oppose the war in Vietnam because 
I l/'ve America. I speak out against it not in anger but with anxiety 
and sorrow in my heart, and ^ove all with a passionate desire to see 
our beloved country stand as the moral example of the world, I 
speak out against this war because I am disappointed with America, 

There can be no great disappointment where there is no great love. 

I am disappointed with our failure to deal positively and forthrightly 
with the triple evils of racism, extreme materialism and militariarx. 

We are presently moving down a dead-end road that cai lead to 
national disaster. 

To return to the road of peace- we should take the 
initiative in bringing a halt to this tragic war, Maiy sincere people 
argue tha^ ve should withdraw unilaterally, and I understand the logic 
of their position. 1 understand that when France withdrew from 
ADgeria, she benefited not only the Algerians but herself. France 
earned far more prestige from withdrav /1 than she might have gained 
from total military victory. But France was fighting in Algeria for 
many years before her people learned that this way out was honorable. 

The majority of Americans have not yet keamed this lesson. Realism 
compels U 3 to look for 3 program thaj can support and which can 
end the fighting, I think there is such a progran. 
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Distinguished statesmen the world over believe the end of bombings t« be tho toey 
te peace, A large minority of Americans want the bombings terminated* I firmly 
believe that if it were clear to all Americans that this is a practical move to peace, 
^ 0 % of the nation would enthusiastically endorse it. 

On December 19th, Washington officially asked U Thant to take whatever steps 
were necessary for a cease fire. tJ Thant responded "Stop the bombing". Why have we 
not yet done it? We aslrsd for an answer and were given it. Let us demand insistently 
that our government honor its word. If Washington did not hear U Thant, let us say 
it loTidly and often enough so that the deaf can hear it STOP THE BOMBIND. 

Let us save our national honor STOP THE B0MBIN5. 

Let us save American lives and Vietnamese lives STOP THE POMBING. 

us take a single instantaneous step to the peace table — - STOP THE BOMBING. 

Let us put an honorable peace on the agenda before another day passes STOP 

THE BOMBING. 

Let us be able to face the world with a concrete deed of genuine peace — - 
STOP THE BOMBING. 

Let our voices ring out across the land to say the American people are not 
vainglorious conquerors STOP THE BOMBING. 



During these d^ys of human travail, we must not permit 


ourselves to lapse into pessimism. We must organize for peace* 

an owe a debt to those student hody presidents. Peace Corps volun- 
teers and others who have raised their voices to question the war. 

I would like to \irge students from colleges all over the nation to use 
tViis sumraer and coming summers educating and organizing comnunities 
across the nation against the war. I have already talked with students ipdio 
a'^e organizing in this vain from such schools as Harvard University on 
the banks of the Charles River in Massachusetts and ray own Morehouse 
C )llege on the red hills of Georgia. We must all speak out in a 
ri O.titude of voices against this most cruel and senseless war. The 
thunder ox our voices will be the only sound stronger than the blast 
c bombs J .d the clamor of war hysteria. ' 

I Inve tried to be honest today. To be honest is to confront 
V'lfi truth <. To be honest is to realize that the ultimate measure of a 
r- in :.s not where he stands in moments of convenience and moments of 
comfort, but where he stands in moments of challenge and moments of 
controversy*^ However unpleasant and inconvenient the truth may be, 

I belrove we must expose and face it if we are to achieve a better 
quality of ^.imerican life. 

A few weeks ago, the distinguished American historian, 

Henry Steele CoirBratiger, told a cenate committee: "Justice Holmes 
used to say that the first lesson a judge had to learn was that he 
Vc'.G not C-od^..we do tend, perhaps more than other nations, to transform 
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our wars into crusades •• .our current involvement in Vietnam is 
cast, increasingly, into a moral mold ...it is ray feeling that we do not 
have the resources, material, intellectual or noral, to he at once 
an American power, a European power and an Asian power.” 

I agree with Dr. Coramanger, and I would suggest that 
there is, however, another kind of power that America can and should 
be. It is a moral power; a power harnassed to the service of peace 
and human beings. 

All the world knows that America is a great military 
power. T/e need not be diligent in seeking -to prove it. l^e must now 
show the world our jsoral power. It is still not too late for our 
beloved nation to make the proper choice. If we decide to become a 
moral power, we will lead mankind in transforming the jangling dis^ 
cords of this world Into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. If we 
make the right decision, we will be able to transform our pending 
cosmic elegy into a creative psalm of peace. This will be a glorious 
day. In reaching it we can fulfill the noblest of American dreams. 
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Communist Influence in Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


A ccwnfidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised as\ April 13, 1967, that 
Stanley Levison and Martin Luther King, the President of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), were 
in contact on that date, during which time they discussed 
King's Vietnam policy. It was in this regard that Levison 
apprised King as to what progress he had made in writing 
part of the speech he (King) will deliver on Saturday, 

April 15, 1967, when he addresses a gathering at the United 
Nations, which is being sponsored by the Spring Mobilizatioi)^^ 


Committee to End the War in Vietnam. 


I 


Levison' s part of the speech, which they discussed'^! 
and which King enthusiastically accepted, was as follows: ^ 

"Many sincere people argue, that we should ^ 
withdraw unilaterally, and I (King) understand the logic 
of their position. I understand that when France withdrew 
from Algeria, she benefited not only the Algerians but 
herself. France earned far more prestige from withdrawal 
than she might have gained from total victory; but France 
fighting in Algeria for years before her people 
>5llearned that this way out was honorable. The majority of 
Jj/ Americans have not yet learned this lesson. Realism compel^ 2 
^juB to look for a program they can support and which can end 
tne fighting. I think there is such a program — I believe 
-amost a majority of Americans want the bombings to cease. ^ 
5t us demand insistently that our Government honor H€Uioi's-*^ 
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romise to negotiate if the bombings cease 
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King thought Leviscxi's part of the speech was 
in a very beautiful style, and disclosed that h^-wil^T 
without any change whatsoever. Cl/rr 
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King then revealed to Levison the part of the 
speech he had" prepared. Accordinf^ to King, he will state that 
the United States deliberately sabotaged the Geneva agreement 
by calling for elections in South Vietnam and providing 
that the Seventeenth Parallel was but a temporary line; 
that the United States deliberately put Premier Diem into 
power and kept him until it became tired of him, then 
replaced him with Premier Ky; and that the United States 
launched bombing raids against North Vietnam on the scale^^^ 
of I’orld V?ar II. 

Levison was of the opinion that King should get a 
sampling of Negro feeling, and suggested he gat a private 
poll project under way to pxx)ve that a majority of Negroes 
want the war to end. King' was agreeable to the suggestion 
prompting Levison to promise that he would consider how to-^^ 
raise the necessary funds for such a venture. 

King revealed that he vras in corttact i7ith Dr. Ralph 
Bunche on April 13, 1967, concerning Bunche*s criticism of 
his Vietnam policy. And according to King, Bunche was very 
sorry for the remarks he had made and finally admitted it 
by saying: "Martin I want you to know I agree v^ith everything 

you are saying about Vietnam. I am absolutely opposed to 
our policy." 

The statement made by Bunche , which 

criticized King, was reported in 

"The New York Times" of April 13, 1967. 

It was as follows : 


"Ha (King) should realize that his auiti- 
United States in Vietnam crusade is bound 
to alienate many friends and supporters 
of the civil rights movement and 
greatly weaken it — an ironic twister 
for a civil rights leader." 
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In the April 14, 1967 issue of "The Wew 
York Times**, on page 21, it V7as reported 
that Dr. Ralph Bunche issued a statement 
on April 13, 1967, in which he referred 
to a press release attributed to Martin 
Luther King in which he disavowed any 
intent to merge the civil rights and 
peace movements. Bunche said he was 
gratified to see King's disavowal of any 
intent to merge the movements, and that 
it took care of the issue to which he 
had directed his statement criticizing i 
him. 


King expressed disappointment with Bunche because 
he would not muster sufficient moral courage to come out 
openly and make the statement concurring with his position. 
He could not understand why he would not since, as King saic 
he is not an employee of the United States. J 

King will see Bunche on Saturday, April 15 , 1967, 
following the speech at the United Nations. This fact 
prompted Levison to suggest to King that he make certain 
that newsmen photograph them v'ith each other. Levison 
wanted this done for publicity reasons. He felt it was 
very important that Bunche had changed his position and now^ 
supports King, 


The same source advised on April 14, 1967, that 
Stanley Levison and Gloria Kantor, an acquaintance of his, 
were in contact on that date. Their concein was over the 
demonstration and march to be held on April 15, 1967, in 
New York City. In reply to an inquiry as to whether ^ 
Levison planned to march, he told Kantor he was planning 
to do so. 
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Communist Influence in Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 


On April 12, 1967, a confidential source, who 
has furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
that Martin Luther Kin<T, Jr*, President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Cwference (SCLC), was in conference 
on that date with the following individuals: Harry Belafonte, 

prominent entertainer; Harry 7aehtel and Stanley Levison, 

New York advisors to King; Andrew Young, Executive Assistant 
to King, and Cleveland Robinson, Secret ary- Treasurer of 
Local 65 of the ’Wholesale - Retail Store Workers of Americ^ 
The following is a resume of what transpired: ^ 





King prefaced his remarks by commenting that a 
campaign is underway to undermine his leadership in Negro 
communities because of his stand on Vietn^* King had in 
mind the criticism of Dr. Ralph Bunchs, United States 
Representative to the United Nations, who reported to the 
press on April 12 , 1967, that King s^uld not try to lead 
both the civil rights movement and the crusade against i 
the war. \ 

Andrew Young reported that Bunche had agreed to 
meet with Dr. Benjamin Spock and King following Saturday’s 
(March 15, 1967) march at the United Nations. J 
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with regard to the criticism from Bunche, Belafonte 
remarked Bunche had never made a contribution to the civil 
rights struggle. As to the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People’s (NAACP’s) criticism of 
King, Belafonte said Roy Wilkins of the MAACP recently 
received an award from Secretary of State Dean Rusk, ^ 
which accounts for the fact that they are in agreement.^ 
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Levison commented he was not in agreement that 
Saturday’s event is the answer for King. It was his belief 
that the press will handle the event in the same manner as 
they handled other Ilegro reactions, but Levison said that 
Saturday would not be King’s only chance to speak. It 
was his belief that Saturday’s demonstration will be 
composed of ninety per cent white people, and therefore. 
King’s advisors must insure Negro community support for 
King. Levison urged that a newspaper advertisement be run 
following Saturday's demonstration asking whether King c^in 
be active in the peace fight. m 

Contrary to the opinions of his advisors. King 
thought Saturday would be most important since it will be 
the largest peace demonstration in the country. Machtel 
agreed, but cautioned King not to rely on Saturday’s 
demonstration as his opportunity to oppose the war, since 
many people will not respond due to the "red baiting ^ 
atmosphere”. ’ ^ 

King, in trying to suggest ways to bring about 
harmony among Negroes, said he would try to meet with 
A. Philip Randolph, President of the Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters, and other Negro leaders to explain his 
position. He reiterated his belief that the criticism of 
him is an effort to get him and to undermine him, and 
offered proof of this by pointing to criticisms of him 
whereas no Negroes will attack Congressman Adam Claytont 
POT^ll. / 

Wachtel, in agreeding with King ’^S‘ conclusion, said 
th-t they may even ^ull "J, Edgar Hoover’s old stuff” 
of the bottom cf the bag. ^ ^ 

The conference ended with an agreement to meet 
again on Saturday ni^rht, April 15, 1967 , at Be lafonte’ sjL 
house , and that King should confer with Dr. Bunche and 
A. Philip Randolph. 
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Following the aforementioned conference. King and 
Levison conferred privately since King wanted Levison’s 
observations free fron the others. In order to insure success 
on Saturday, Levison suggested having spots on the radio 
and will confer with Robinson about it. Levison cautioned 
against having these radio spots appeal to i^eeroes to ^ 
follow King on Saturday because most Negroes do not wantjp 
to become identified with this demonstration. 


King's speech, to be delivered at the United 
Nations on Saturday, April 15, 1967, was discussed, 
particularly the length of it. Levison advised King to 
cut out the parts dealing with history, defense and the 
United Nations. King agreed and asked Levison to prepare 
a paragraph stating that even though m€uiy people feel 
the United States should unilaterally withdraw from Vietnam 
and that no damage t^uld be done to the United States* 
position and would, in fact, heighten prestige. King has 
concluded it will not be done, so his conpem must 
to bring the war to an end. 


Levison advised King to retain the part in the 
speech that fifteen million Americans oppose the war in • 
addition to those who are half-hearted about United State^ 
involvement. 


In trying to arrive at a decision as to what 
coarse King should follow after Saturday, Levison advised 
him to unite with people who have been isolated following 
their criticism of the United States, so he would be 
aligned with those who have oower and who make a difference 
rather than be aligned with a fringe element as he is nowjf 

According to the source, Levison feels that King's 
peace position is so far advanced that it has isolated him 
the same way Paul Robeson's pro-Soviet position isolated him.-* 
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The yCL has been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450, 


In June, 1950, a confidential source, 
who has furnished reliable information - 
in the past, advised he knew Paul 
Robeson to have been a concealed Ij 

Communist Party member prior to 1945. ^ 
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Harry Uachtel is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for . 
Human Rights, New York, New York. M 



A characterization of the National. I 
Lawyers Guild is attached hereto,. ^ 



^Jith respect to the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, it is to be noted that this 
orc^anization is an adjunct of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference L 
(SCLC), of which Martin Luther Kins, Jr. - 
is the president, and serves to raise 
funds for the SCLC. 
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3^ APPENDIX 

NATIONAL LAWYERS QUIDD 

The "Guide to Subveralve Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1961 , prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following 1 I 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild; 

"National Lawyers Guild 

"1, Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 131 I on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 1 1 
March 29, 1944, p. 149.) 

"2. Cited as a Communist front which *ls 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front organizations, 
and controlled unions* and which ‘since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof. 
Including known espionage agents.* 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950> [X 

originally related September 17, 1950.) 

"3* *To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party Itself . 
Among these organizations are the * ^ * 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party Itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.* 
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the 1 
Senate Judioiary Committee^ Handbook 
for Amerjicans^_S^ JD oq^. UJj ^pril. 23, 

1956, p. 91. r 
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Re New York teletype dated 4/12/67, wherein, vias 
^T^portj9(i, conference between STANLEY LEVISON and OOR/T(fn 
MC DONALD, secretary to MARTIN LUTHER KING. ^ 

Enclosed are eleven copies of an LHM incorporating 
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the source of the information A 
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UnVvED states department of Jlir^TICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION £;^ 

fMASON r. . .-/•it 

Wew York, New York }’cA.Z. 

April 13 , 1967 

SE 



APWOPRIATE AGENCIES. 

ANf^ 5^’EIO O'^PiCES 
^^r>, ,c;rr>3Y ROUTING ‘ t 
S P 3) BY i nternal Security - C 

DAT ^^ ^ 


Conmunist Infiltration of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) 


-» j 

DATE OF BEVUW F0R"V>*ji^ 
0ECUSSIFICATI0N..,.T2iilZ. 

mormm kcm:TSS n, 
am: OFFicss 

ADVIZ:^. BY] 

SaBfaa: 






On April 11, 1967, a confidential source, who 
has furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
that information had COTie to his attention which disclosed 
that Stanley Levison and Dora IcDonald, personal secretary 
to Martin Luther King, the President of the SCLC, were in 
contact on that date concerning a statement King was t<^ 
make on April 12, 1967, in Los Angeles, California. iB. 

The statement King would make , accordin.g to the ^ 
source, would try to explain his position' on the Vietnam ^ 
'Jar in ordar to counter the adverse criticism he is receiving. 

The following is in substance tha contents of a 
statement Levison gave to McDonald for transmission to Kin.g 
to be used by him: 

King was to state that he had lived in ghettos in 
Chicago and Atlanta, and had travelled thousands of miles 
each month, which had taken him into Negro cmmunities 
across the nation; that his direct personal experience with 
Negroes in all v;alks of life convinced him that the majority 
opposed the war in Vietnam. Their opposition. King would 
say, is based on two reasons: they are against the war 

itself and they feel it has caused significant and alarming 
diminishing concern to civil rights progress. 

In the speech prepared by Levison, King V7as to 
attribute his recent opposition to the war to many requests * 
.S>|fhom Negroes that he articulate their concern and ^ 

frustration.^^ (Negroes) feel. King was to say, that 

^ ■■■ . 1-2. 4. 2 Ttr ^ 

DATE OF ‘ ^ 





tegorf_ 

Indefinitc^^^ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the pi?operty of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. ENCLOSH^ ^ 7^ ^ 



r 


f' 


C 


Communist Infiltration of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) 



civil rights is well on its way to becoming a neglected 
forgotten issue long before it is even partially solved. g 

^^ith regard to the criticism King had received 
from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), the statement prepared by Levison would 
have King state that it was untrue that he advocated the 
fusion of civil rights and the peace movement; that he and 
the SCLC had expressed their views on the war and had dra^vn^ 
attention to its damaging effects on civil rights programs 
but do not want a merger or fusion of movements. 


The statement commented that the war is hampering 
the civil rights program, therefore, could not be ignored 
as a factor. The basic elements in common between the 
oeace movement and the civil rights movement are human 
elements, Levison* s statement observed. 

In conclusion, the statement, as prepared by 
Levison, noted that King did not believe the nation could 
be a moral leader of justice, equality and democracy if it ^ 
became trapped in the role of a self-appointed world ^ 
policeman; and that he would reiterate his determination to 
express his opposition to this wrong without in any way 
diminishing his civil rights role. 
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AprU 19, 1967 


REC 54 [Od 





to.oL To 


fc 7 CV 


Your letter wae received on April 17tlu 

la responee to your inquiry,, information contained 
in our files most be maintained as co^idential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice* 1 am sure you will under- 
stand the reason for this policy and why I am unable to furnish the 
data you requested* 



MAJLED 19 

APR)9.PZJ 


COMM-FBl 


Sincere^ yours, 

iL Edgar HoovJi 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with 

BiCOMICV 

. kBI 


HRH:rB (8) 




TELETYPE UNIT EH] 




jy . f « U 

l/frfT AT..L ik?:h-:atio:; cc;-;.:-j5 
f Kr riM IS 

Q.iV7f R, 






Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Inyestigatloii 
Depart ment of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


— C ■" 



f? 



$ 






One of the bom in our local school made the statement that he considered 
Martin Luther 'King considerably more sympathetic to the communist causes 
than to pro -American causes. His teacher called his hand and said he must 
either prove his statement or retract It. 

I gave him the picture which has been widely circulated which shows 
M. L. King attending the Highlander Polk School and also an editorial which 
appeared In American Opinion which outlined Qome of the dubious characters 
with whomhe surrounds himself., l.c, Bayard Rustin, O’Dell, etc. He 
was told by his teacher diat this was ” Birch garbage** and that he did not 
consider it credible material on which to make a judgement. 

Would you have any material available on Rev. King that goes Into his 
background and those with whom he is associated; also anythlngyou ml^t 
h ave on the Southern Christian Conference ( 1 am not sure that is the correct 
tittle, but 1 am sure you know \Mtilch organization I mean). 


I would appreciate any information you can give me or any reference to another 
source for material. 

Thank you. 







i\ 

Hsik is I... 




CORRESP' 


ESPC^yfeNCB 
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D1R£CT(», FBI (100-106670) 
SAC^AThAKtA (100-5566) 
liCfflNG, 


MARTIV LDTHE: 


Re New York teletype to Bureau 4/13/67 captioned,^ . 


Re teletype sets forth inforoatlon fr<» 


conceralug KING'S contaot on 4/13/67 with Dr* RALP 


"¥&“ foregoing for Inforaatloa. 
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UNITED STATES GO(^ RNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 

• 

• 

it 

FROM 

c. D. ] 

SUBJECT: 

MARTIN 



April 14, 1967 


\ jO X 1 - Mr, DeLoach 

1(0 1 - Mr. Wick , 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. 1 - Mr. Sullivan ( 

SECURITY MATTER - C 1 - Mr. C. D, Brennan^. 

C QW/r 

52S!2a 

The purpose of this memorandum is to recoms^ch* 
that either Assistant to the Director DeLoach or Assistant ^ 
Director Sullivan be approved to personally contact and \ 
brief Gpvernor Nelson Rockefeller of New York concerning ^ 
the communist influence on Martin Luther Xing, inasmuch as 
King is to meet shortly with Governor Rockefeller and King's 



King is to meet snort lywitn uovernor KocKeieixer ana 
communist advisors hope to take advantage of the forthcoming^^ 
meetingL t^influence events in Latin America along communist^^ 


Last week, through HHHIf we leai^ed that ' L 
Stanle ^^evison. the concealed, communist who is_l(a£tln 
L^ h^’^tng ' s^^ch^ , was in contact with an 

'^soclate to whom h? cTIiclosed that he had recently talked 
to Rockefeller, This apparently is Governor Nelson Rockefeller 
of New York because Levison said the discussion concerned,»r^>v 
Venezuelan iron ore deposits about which Rockefeller ente:^^ j 
prises are negotiating with the Venezuelan Government. 

Levison also told his associate that Rockefeller . 
was disturbed about Martin Luther King's position on Vietnai^ 
and wanted to meet King to discuss it, Levison told h^ 
qontact thia^lease^d his because _1 1 would g Jc^e_King ^ tJJ^ 
dpportuiijty Jo present to RockefelleF King's views oiiVLatin 
/LyieVica w hich he feeJA has Jhe potential^.O becoming the /» \ 

• According to Levison, King wanted to use th4gj \ 
opportunity to advise Rockefeller on the steps that should v / 
be taken in Latin America supposedly to avoid this, 

V >ii t Y •" 

CDB/pcn ; SEE ADDENDUM^ PAtJE THREE . ^ 

Q ^ ^ CONTINUED — OVER 




1 ^ AmCSMC. 

79XPR211967 


SE' 





{ 




C 



SE^e 




Memorandum to Mr* W. C. Sullivan 
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr« 

The following day, April 6, idG^^^he same source 
advised that Levison was contacted by Harry^^chtel about 
King's meeting with Rockefeller* As you know, Wachtel is 
King's other close advisor and Wachtel a lso has had jpaft 
co mmunis t Rf fjJLl&t-iQns • Wachtel iold Levfson^'TfraT^arr 
.menFsTad been made to have Martin Luther King meet y^\ 
\Rockefeller on either April 22 or April 24, 1967, 

OBSERVATION 


Martin Luther JCing has cl earl y become me r ely _ a 
puppet in the hftnda-o£JU«^bn and7Wa^telV He relies gj i 
both thes e in dividua ls more than anyone else ^ and fHey^ 
currently are di recting most "j^j^his ^ctivitles"'^^^^ s haplng 

. These two men have guided King 

tb^a position whereby they are attempting to^ake^him not 
o yly the acknowledg e d lea der of 22 m^lionJ^esFpesTIlinr' 

Tomorrow, f or exampl e. King will play the 
mostT’promlnent role as the spokesman for the peace protesters 
in the demonstration in New York City. His recent vicious 

( condemnation of the United States in a public speech shows 
how much of a communist puppet he has become and illustratesC^i' 
the danger he represents in the hands of the scheming communists 


Now Wachtel and Levison see an op portunity to 
project the communist line further into Latin American 
activities through King by attempting to have King Influence 
Rockefeller in his thinking, Th ^ danger in t his is^that 
Rpckefelleiy-^through his in Amer ican^l^ldings ,^J^s 

yery inf IjientliU^ In 'jiatlflLAm^^ affairg^jand if_he b^s. 

J»ut ) 

commuaigl,, i deas of Le vison yaphtet^ y 

Qp the surface Wachte l is a partner in the law 
firm of Rubin, Wachtel, Baum'^'nd Levine, 598 Madison Avenue, 
New York, New York, a very large and inf luentia l law f lo i. 
Levison on the surface is l:he owner and operator of the 
P^k Management Realty Company, 1841 Broadway, New York, 

New York, Both of their past communist affiliations have / j^\ 
been well concealed and today neither of them ostensibly uST j 
have any connection with the Communist Party; nevertheless,^ ' 
from our experience thco L repr esent jiwo of th^_ mnaii^dediratAd 
|;t nd d angerous . . 


NTINXJKD 


OVER 



Memorandum to Mr« W« C« Sullivan 
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, - Jr 

c ' 

Once previously, in^^ctSA b ei^r 1964, King had 
occasion to have dealings with Governor Rockefeller and 




I cuch^Qi an , 

political e^ediency to Ignore it 
ln"T7dto^ I965^"t hatTgc^^ 1^ 


did no t, make ' 

_'Sj^foi^eason of 

inasmuch as learned 


n October 19o5 that Rockefeller gave King a ^25^000 

An^iad 

dxnner with Ki ng’s father and hi s famllv^ J 


Qfifl g jtfl . thj s, ^he gtflVgg ^jgh in_vh»± 

\ Ig-^l ayolved in the current forthcoming meeting wi^ K ing 
1 Roc kefeller for ^jQot to do s ometHlng to^ reven j ^_the 
I ?e^^|5isi?sOiaiwe.ncrK;:^K|MSO It 

is nelieved that ve should agaJn make an effort to brief 
Rockefeller, not only about King, but also in regard to 
the backgrounds of Levison and Wachtel and that this time 
it should be done personally through edther Mr. DeLoach 
lor Mr. Sullivan, either of whom could handle this discreetly, 
1 prudently, tactfully and in a manner which would insure a 
I that the FBI*s interest would be completely protected 
and assured. 


RECOMMENDATION 


That the Director designate either Assistant to 
the Director DeXx>ach or Assistant Director Sullivan to 
handle this as outlined above. 


>• 





DENDUM; 4/14/67 - 


We should not ignore this situation. The stakes 
are too high* I think Mr. DeLoach is the logi^l selection 
to handle this assignment. If it is not to be^inalrectly , q 
it should be done through a second person who has great / ^ 

influence with Rockefeller. 

^ f It 
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against th* war in Vietnam. 

In a televitiOB Interview,] 
the Negro leader who led 
thouitands In a New Tork anti* 
war rally Saturday said the 
education mission should pre- 
cede any civil disobedience 


measures, which be said he 
doM not now advocate. 1^, ^ 

King said *^niethlng must be 
done on a much more ihassivb 
scale to oppose” the war. 

"I do nof at this point ad- 
vocate civil disobedience,” he 
said. **I think we have to do a 


does not now advocate. | 

He also asserted that the 
U.S. involvement oi Vietnam 
has diverted attention from 
civil right! and “excited vio- 
lence and hatred among our 
people.” 

[After the CBS' -Fade tliei 
Nation” Interview in New 
York, Dr. King told reporters 
he believes 10 U.S. cities are; 

“powder ]»gs” that n^ay e*-| 
plode into race riots thia; 
vommer. 

^ (Among those cities be list-j 
cd are Chicago, Cleveland, 

Los Angeles, the Bay A^ea of| 

^ California, including Oakland,] 

New York. Newai^k, NJ., andi^wn as Clergy and Laymen 


^ of groundwoiic in massive. 

I education before that I have^ 
only urged young men to study 
their possiMe status as con- 
scientious objectors. And there 
is nothing evasive or illegal ^ 
about thicr 

I Dr. King’s aides say he plans 
extensive speaking engage- 
ments in his anti-war actlvi- 
jties and that he probably will 
bork through a peace groim!^ 


Washington, the Associated i 
Press reported. 

rat expressed specific con 
eem for Southern dities, say- 
ing, ”We haven’t had ally riots 
la the South yet and condi- 
tions are intolerable down] 
there.’^ 

The' Johnsoa Administra- 
tion’s Tiostffify toward the] 
antiw demonstratioB wai 
expremed^ in another televl 
akm interview bj? Secretary of: 
suit Dean Bimt On NBC’s 


”lfeet the Pret^’ RuskRM Mir, asserted, becatmt 

such denmnatrafioDa too long 


Tolson — 
DeLoach . 

Mohr 

Wick 

Casper — 
Callahan - 
Conrad — 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen — 


KirtgiJ rges Campdt^ 
Of Antiwar Education 

By William Chapman ^ 

WMhliwton Port au« wntw 1 \ w 
)r. Martin Luther Biam’s leaders might interpret . 

td yesterday helhcm to mean widespread op-1 

foresees the need for a “mas- bositlon to a continuing U.S. f 
aive educatimi" campaignfnvolvement 

Rusk also said he does not ; 
doubt that “the Communist; 
apparatus is very active” in! 
promoting dissension, but em- ;. 
phaaized that he does not con- j 
sider all demonstrations to be I 
Communist-Inspired. | 

In discussing the future rpla ' 


Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 










The Washingtoo Post 
Times Herald 


iM- 


PConccmed, 
s, ”I have only said that the! 
farvOT of the civil rights' 
movement must imbue the 
[peace movement to make it 
stronger,” he said. 

He called on the Admin- 
istration to admit that “mis- 
takes*' had been made in in- 
volving the U.S. in Vietnam, 
but aald he would not single 
out P^sldent jehnaon as 801 % 
ly tp bUune. Four Adminif-i 
[triMi led this country into 


The Washington Daily News . 
The Evening Star (Washington) . 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 

The New York Times 

World Journal Tribune 

(New York) 

The Sun (Baltimore) 

The Worker 


The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal . 
The National Observer _ 
People’s World - 


Date 





0-i9.<R«». 12-9-66) 

\ 


( o - f O 

The Struggle to oway King 


By David S. Broder and 
WiUJ^m^Chapman 

^ WMatBCtaB^taftStSf WrlUi» 

Martin Luther King 
jt*t dramatic bolt into the 
Americas peace moyemest 
has provoked a long, secretr 
ly waged struggle within the 
dvll ri^ts coalition, engag- 
ing political forces ranging 
from the radical left to top 
Johnson Administration cir- 
cles. 

At stake is the prestige 
and influence of the inter 
nationally f amoua Nobel 
laureate, the direction of 
growing anti-war crusades, 
the future of the clvU rights 
movement, and, some feel, 
the course of presidential 
politics in 1968. 

Dr. King’s appearance 
yesterday at New York’s 
peace rally was the focal 
point of long debate. Even 
some advisers who urged 
him to speak out on the war 
in Vietnam opposed his 
sharing that platform with 
r^resentatives of the New 
TUett and the far-out Old 
Left Other friends cau- 
tioned against submergiag 
eivU rights in any part srf 
llic peace movement 
^ 'lb Washington, Admin- 
»iigtotion ofOcials private 
« auggidUhitDr. Ki nglea^>^ { 
^eadlong into peace cam- j 
in acarch of 
, money and headllnestorlBu 
Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference after suf- 
faring setbacks in last year’s 
[ Northern civil rights drives, 
f Some of his long-time ad- 
V mlrers complain he is just . 
^. terribly naive. • ' . 

ThroufBi a tortmtditj 
H month of a(ml-searc]iing. Dc. j 
t King hlmaelf was uncertain 
r about tactics but nevc^ 
about the basic issues of a^ 
tacking thfe U.S. War polj 
^ kies in Vietnam. To one and ^ 
^■•aU, he maintained be haa a 
^ moral obligation to do^. 
f Bounce the war. 

He waa undn heavy pres-- 

t.rBVow the radical left who 


i ce aU.the 
f war blame on the tJ.B. and 
V to merge unequiyocal^ . the 
movements for peace snd 
civil rights, t* j- ' • 

. Yesterday he did that, say- 
ing “I am not absolvhig 
Hanoi nor the Vietconi of 
their -lespoBsibilities” and *% 
have hot urged the mechaxt- 
ical fusion of the civil rights 
and peace movements.**. , 

. 'That , declaration— <whidi 
drew boos from some . ox- 
tremista in the New. York 
' throng— placated his more 
moderate critics within the 
, civil rights movement azul 
t he Democ ratic Par t;^, but it 
did noi end their apJWBBtt^ 
^ sfous aboul thelf end of 
KiBg’i activities. ^ / - 

*Tiis personal involvement 
0> the peace crusade began 
hf a Petersburg. Va, foot- 
ball stadium one ateamy 
ni^t in July, 1963. Before 
3300 sympathetic Negro 
HItenera, be caUed*' tor a 
ilegotlated peace in Vktiiun 
ajid said he might adapt . { 
techniques of the civil rights I 
protest to the peace move- 
ment ,"Ths long night of 
War must be stopped,** be 
Boclkred. • ^ 

'Tiuoat Forgottea ^ .. \ 

The threat of peace action 
WM temporarily forgotten. 
’Bf. King talked of correa- 
' ponding with North Viet- 
nam’s Ho Chi Minh, but 
aides say be never did. In- 
stead, he took his Southern 
Christian Leadership Cos- 
j^torenco into Chicagot ghet- 
^los and deero’s white neigh- 
borhoods In the summer of 

1 1965 and suffered a serious 
defeat 

The new chapter <^ned 
early this yehr, with Dr. 
'King In Jamaica brooding 
and writing • book while 
^ one of his closest aides, the 
Rev. James Bevel, moved 
full-time into the peace 
■movement as organlxw of 
;the ^»1ng MobiUzatkni to 
End the War in Vietnam. 

According to one SCLC 
.assistant, the Rev. Andrew 
Young. Dr. King's ambivii- 
Tenet really ended in Ipbr 
niary when fij[ht^ 
sum^ afUx the ibV ' 
^‘^Tktnamese Tt 

2 truot; **Ha 
' dsigto#* 



fb«SC&^6^ for neg oBtf' 
tions and d e-e s c a i a 1 1 o n. 
Then everything began to 
break down and Dr. King 
got yeiy depressed.** 

Constant Strhgglo ^ ^ 

' ■ Froni the i!homent he rw 
turned to NeVr York until 
, hUi speech Apftt 4, Dr. Kinf 
was the center of a constant 
etmggle among hiii friedds. 
Bevel kept the peace issue 
constantly In front of him, 
urging his leader to speak 
out strongly against the Ad- 
ministration and, most im- 
portantly, encouraging him 
to take a leadership role in 
^e Spring Mobilization. 

-Young, as usual, was on 
Bevel’s side. He believes 
there Is a “sort of moral dia- . 
integration in tbia country 
now** and it has smothered 
the dvU rights fervor of the 
early iflSOs. “What does It 
mean when one kid is killed 
in Alabama when the head- 
lines exMt the kHling of 900 
ia yietnam?** he 
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ry The tw o' youn< minister 
; |Ss?rt?inhat Dr. King naa a 
’ moral obligation to speak out 
^ on tbe w«£. Little progress 
will be made in civil rights, 
' they suggested, so long M 
the National attention Is 
on Vietnam. 


- i 

-I 


>1 


ff 

^ This seemed to be Dr. 
lung's own feelings. To 
many friends he offered 
this line of reasoning: He 
1 b one of three living Negro 
Nobel Peace-Prize winners. 
One of them, Albert Lut- 
huU, is under house arrest 
in South Africa, and the sec- 
ond, Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, 
is prevented from speafcng 
out because of his position 
As Undersecretary for Po- 
litical Affairs at the United 
Nations. Only he, Dr. King 
asserted, is free to open a 
Rebate on Vietnam. ' 
t But other close advisers 
Irere giving Dr. King a dlf- 
: ferent view. Moderate lead- 
? ers argued that open en- 
I jorsement of A peace move- 
\ tnent could cripple the 
^ cause <rf civil rights. It 
' would turn away those white 
liberals who have support- 
k dki his marchM but who 
P have different <n;dnions on 
I Ifje war. 

f^onoUthlB MovemMtf 
[ ! >urthennote, they tinted 
but. Dr. King, as the most | 
visible and populy 
' flBfH“W6kesman, could not 
^ separate h imself \ ‘ 

“lIB' fUBlWousneaa from the 
^ivH rights movement fii 
generiL ^ _ 

' “We are looked at as a 
Monolithic movement,” said 
'une leader, “and when Dr. 
*Klng speaks out personally, 
it creates problems for the 
whole movement" 

I - Ironically, one adviser urg- 
ing caution was Bayard Ros: 
tin, a veteran pAdflst as 
well as civil rights spokes- 
man who once was dhector 
of the War Resisters' League. 
Retorting to a reverse-twist 
argument Rustln recalled 
that he once had been told 
by the League's officials that 
he could not spend time on 
^^vU rights and continue as 
pacifist leader. . , 

luwg-TaBinc Split 

k One crisis erupted ea^ 
March during an anguish- 
^ telephonA' convenatifln 

%Ktor OiA WadoBAl 


o 

>n^Great ^ect. tja:: j 
and split publicly onThe war 
Israe, with Young opposing 
.a "mixture" of the civil 
rights and peace movements 
k ,I<Ate that night Dr.lCing’ 
^called Young at homa. The , 
[fwo men argued until 8:30 
^am. Dr. King said he was 
f disturbed at t^ir falling- i 
5dut and insisted that as at 
'clergymas and citizen hej 
;^]iad a moral obligation to ' 
Tattack the war. 
t; Young, in reply, was blunt 
' and tough. He told Dr. King 
thst his world-wide influence 
was not as s theologian. He 
had influence, Young aald, 
because of all the little peo- 
ple who believed in bln? and 
marched behind him in civil 
rights movement It was not 
right to use that influence 
for some other purpose; 
Young declared, 
i Tactically Wro ng ' 
Purthermof4,' JJI , argued, 

' Dr. King was tactical^ 
Wrong^ln telBng people thst 
^gomestiA social programs, 

^ such as anti-poverty proj- 
' ceta, would necessarily eoh* 
tinoe to suffer becsdse oi 
war spending. The people j 
who are hungry should not 
hiw to welt until tise war la 
ever,' Young said, < i 
^ Or. |Q]i{ liad de- 

" tiwmlned ta layolye 

'^Unaclf la tiUi 
and the only questian; 
was: How? The crucial lA- 
sue was whether he sbeuM i 
cfoperate la the ‘ Sprihg 
Mobilisation nOly that took \ 
^ace yestergg]^,^,^ ^ 
^jRanged against Bevel sad | 
Yeung . on that point were 
most of Or. King’s older ad- j 
risers. The Ssturdi^ rally; 1 
they argued, wM open to 
anyone, and its supporters 
iaeluded groups far to the 
Salt including the ^eriesn 
Communist Party. There 
would be avowed Sympha- 
thizers of the Viefcong in 
the crowd; UB. officials 
would be denounced as Kaii- 
like warmoagen; Firsia^ 
Johnson woi^ Ito pictured 
as a murdenr ef children. 
True, more moderate peace 
gretAps would be. there, but 
the tedieda with their Viet- . 
coag fbile e^btdd attract 
the news media. Dr. King's , 
tovolvem^ would meSB a 
mtM. 


f 


O 


' Lowe ^eja 
^eslthy young Uilera’ 

'jrer who is on- the hoard of 
1^. King’s SeXC. ^ 

Among those present were' 
4he Rev. Andrew Young;, 
Nohnan Thomas, the Social- 
jjbt leader; Dr. John C. Ben- 
nett, president of the Union 
|Tbeologlcal Seminary; Rus- 
tin: Lowenstein; Harry H- 
! Wachtel, Dr. King’s attorney, 
fand several others. 

The discussion — amicable 
and statesmanlike" accord- 
j ing to one present — ^ranged 
[ ov er aU th e Issufw el Aht i 
i Spftflfi ^IRfhbiilzation rally, j 
iCoffeew^s serve^jflliJih* 
’a(mierf n?-oke up into small 
groups. Dr. King retired 
alone fo another room for 
priyato soul-sesi^hing, then 
emerged later to say he was 
Istill undecided. “I will have 
*te deal with it in my own 
Conscience," he told the 


group. 

As an Indiridiul 


4^ 


Actually, several present 
recalled. Dr. King seemed 
already to have determined 
the ■’courAfe be ultimately 
would follow. *He WtuW' 
^^ak at the rally as an 
^dividual but he would not 
Wficially become a sponsor, 
hoping in that way to dls- 
pntangle hims^ from the 
left-wing groups. 

. (However, in sdvettise- 
ments for the march this 
'week, the spontors* names 
I were merely Usted at the 
bottom while Dr. King’s pic- 
and his qlfotation de- 
nouncing the war appeared 
prominently, giving the. 
impression that he was the ’ 
major promoter of the 
rally.> • 

-He rest is puh& history. 
fPwo weeks later, Dr. King 
Iwent to Chicago and called 
[the America Involvement In 
Vietnam “barbaric" and ^ 
blaspbepasy against all that 
AmericA stands, for." On 
|sApr|! ,4, after on© last talk 
■uaiit nfs staff, he made 
llUyenlde Cninrcfa speech, 
aedusing the VJS. of being 
the “greatest purveyor of 
;wk4«»ce in the wt>rld today" 
iM youths to avoid 

Me war % becoming con- 

'^ionttous wbJectMW, 



rights . 

[were reluctant to bring the 
[quarrel into the open, but 
Uinally concluded that si- 
^nce would indicate assent 
|in Dr. King’s arguments and 
[open up a stream of criti- 

i^HiItney Young declared 
[^at civil rights and the war 
fthould be kept separate. He 
added; “The masses of Ne- 
gro citizens we are commit- 
ted to serve and who have 
given Negro leaders the in- 
fluence they have, have as 
their first priority the im- 
mediate problem of survival 
In this country." 

The NAACP accused Dr. 
King of making a “serious 
tsctical mistake" in attempt- 
ing to join the peace and 
(Xivii rights movements. 
| Kven Sunrf ie, from his do| 
tlWPl^H ft U .N., called on I 

^iB^Ji^^bandon QfiiUBAJig* 
ment or the other. 

Reports flourished over 
the weekend that Dr King 
^ was seeking a recondlistion 
meeting with the other civil 
f rights leaders. 

^ He let it be known that be 
(fid not anticipate a pfayaical 
merger of the peace and 
civil rights movemeofts. He 
stepped away from radlcal- 
‘ lam by signing on ss co- 
chairman with a respected 
group of moderates called 
the Clergy and Laymen 
Concerned About Vietnam. 

But reconciliation seemed 
difficult to arrange. The 
peace campaign had exacer- 
bated loDg-stsnding rivalries 
between the minister from 
Atlanta and such moderate 
chiefs as Roy Wilkins of the 
NAACP. “I don’s think Wil- 
kins was grieved at having 
a chance to take a poke at 
King," said one civil rights 
lead^. 

Left to Ofhos 

The task of rebutting Dr. 
King was not left to the 
civil rights leaders. Top- 
ranking Democrats, includ- 
ing White House officials, 
sought to counter his im- 
pact on both Negro and 
white communities, 
t Even before Dr. King’s 
CSiicago speech, on March 
17 , a group ot Negro news- 
S>Aper publishers went to 
If tbs White House to present 
j^.PreshJent Jolmson Witb a 
[citAtton tov |Ja '^Murage in 

"" tAjtioajnd 

ir men/^^wHij 
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I^ga, including one on Viet^ 
I ^lum* from White House 
l^des. . 

tioab Martin, the Negro 
c|iainnaa of the 
itk National Com- 
|ot busy on the 
eaUia§^ pubUshen, 
ministers, labor lead- 
and others with audi' 
eoces they could reach. 
i Martin’s arguments were 
^reflected in a spate of Negro 
press editorials noting the 
. civil rights gains under the 
Kennedy and Johnson Ad- 
ministrations, urging sup- 
port of the Negro troops in 
► Vietnam, and observing that 
toe Nation’s only Negro 
^Senator, Republican Edward 
.“W. Brooke of Massachusetts, 
'had switched to a pro- 
Administratioa position 
after a trip to Vietnam. 

Martin told influential 
;JNegroes that the high Negro 
rre-enlistment rate is an ef- 
^feeUve rebuttal to Dr. King’s 
^eontention 'that Negro serv* 
^emen are being exploited j 
Hn thp Vietnam ' 

^a^ggle. *■.»■ m III 

y ..arhlln „.Mai^~~ yas_ 
attempting to counts Dr. 

; King’s arguments, high Ad- 
.ministration officials were 
t giving toquiring reporters 
fthelr own version Dr. 
^King’s motivea 

of Money? ^ 

The SCLC, they suggested, 
ad run out of money and 
.Dr. King had grabbed onto 
\ the peace movement In 
hopes of replenishing the 
tfreasury. 

Rustin, who remains close 
to Dr. King despite a differ^ 
ence of views, says flatly 
that this charge is untrue. 
’Tve never known Dr. King 
to take a position that would 
help him bring is money,” 
Rustin declares. 
Administration officials al- 
to expressed concern ahOut 
radical influences on Dr. 
King’s staff, ud said this 
position will damage the 
already'Shaky pro^>ects for 
-rfvU rights action to Con- 
this year. 

t The extent of that damage 
|ii dtbatabto. Sen. Philip A. 
/Mart CD-Mlch.), manager Of 
t the AdministratioB Hin, sags 

*TTott^ dara right tito 




pum^akaihars. rqH^^al^n " 
^.Influential voice list beta } 
j iost”' ' •■■■■■■' 

l*As aji Excuse^ "ST , 
£ But Cl are nhe Bdltch^ 
toead of the Washington bu- 
Mau of the NAACP and the 
Ihost experienced of civil 
fights lobbyists, says, ‘Thosf , 
are hostile (to the bill)' 
fwlU certainly tiae this at an 
Uxeuse, but at tola* stage,. 

[ the fair-minded members of 
Cktngresa look to the kind of 
'statement that the NAACP 
, board made as reflecting the 
! views of colored people gen- 
{ erally • 

$ Both sides concede that 
I chances of passing any kind 
I of open-housing legislation 
\ tols year look gloomy now. 

^ The chances had never been 
brigl^ . .... 

Teace Candidatsi* \ 

Of equM toiportance, to 
_ their view, la the amihuni- 
f tlon they say Dr. King un- 
' wittingly provided f<w oppon- 
'} ents of the war on poverty 
and ot^r domestic welfare 
programs by his Statement, 
that the U.S. 'Vould never 
Invest the necesaaxy funds 
^and energies in the rehabUl- 
'tation of poor so long as 
adventures like Vietnam con- 


h C4 great er ‘fobg rahge con- 
wntojtoe Demdmtojito 
; their iiberal alRes ve toe 
j^|i4ii^ttons th^ a merged 
^ipeK^IvU; ri|^ . epaliUmi 
eeold use On King as tti 
candidate fci? President on 
a third-party flekft to 1W8. 
r.,'Tt’s mere and more re- 
mindful to me of the eoali- 
tion around Henry Wallace,” 
smd Joseph L. Rauh Jr., 
liberal Waihington aiitoniey 
and a leader the anti> 
Common 1st Americans for 
Democratic Aetien. 

’’New Left” political 
groups to New Turk and 
Cslifomia have talked pub- 
licly for month! about en- 
tering a “peace candidate” 
fin nett year's Democratic 
presidential primaries. 

Last month, the liberal 
California Democratic Coun- 
efl, composed of ib.OOO vol- 

consider aupportto^ such 


3 


I JESisIdnpt 

I .'Johnsoh refuses lo change' 

I bu Vietnam war policy. 

I roilowiiig Wailace? 

' Rauh, recalling how ADA 
was formed to fight the 
Communist - msnlp u 1 a t e d 
“Progressive Party” candi- 
dacy of Hen^ Wallace to 
1948, said he sees Dr. King 
on the verge of making the 
same mistake Wallace did. 
“He thinks of himself as 
a bridge between those who 
believe in our system and 
I those stoo don’t,” Rauh said. 
.!!^o my~ mind, that is an un- 
bridgeable gap,” ^auh said. . 

( "How serious is the pros- ’ 
.pect of a Dr. King ’^eace 
leahdidacy” in 1968? The evi- 
dence is ambiguous. One 
civil rights leader outside 
Dr. King’s circle describes 
[him as “a sitting duck” for 
, such a proposition. Another, 
cibser to Dr., King, thinks 
jUfUym^^uld refu sfl f A 

Pfrt^of a move giegt that 
Included Communists, le^ 

' alone one dominated by 
them. - . 

• The NAAqp*a MitAeU,' 
skeptical of the organization- 
.al ability of Dr. King’s sup- 
porters, thinks the appeal 
I would be mainly to the “to- 
tellectnd types” and would 
not penetrate the ghettos, 
where Democrats receive 
large majorities in presiden- 
tial electiona. * ( , 

Where I live,” says 
Mitchell, a Baltimorean,* 
“nobody has heard of the 
New Left." 

But the White Hooae does 
not take lightly the possi- 
MUty of Dr^ King drawing 
off Negro ud ultra-Uberal 
votea at the same time 
George Wallace is luring 
white segregationists. 

And that, among other rea- 
sons, U why ta» bottle for 
the soul of Martin Luther 
K tog beeps escalating. 
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Race Story: Two Negro 
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i By GENE ROBERTS^ ^ 

P SpvcUlMTIivirwTotkThM 
' Th0 X«o. Martin Luther King Jr. 

created eharg controversy 
among Negroea by taking • neu> 
goeition for him of outspoken op- 
position to the Vi^nam vor. For 
Stokely Carmicha^, leader of the 
Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee, such opposition is an 
eld story. What foUoios are ar- 
ticles on the controversy among 
Negroes ever Vietnam, and over 
Mr. CartnichaeVs activities. 


King as a 
Spokesman 


H 

ATLANTA— Ever since the civil 1 


eights revolution began, scholars, ' 

-J 

politicians. Journalists and, quite 
Gft^ the public at large have ‘ 
asked one question again an4 | 
.again: Who speaks for the Negro?. . 
.•Robert Penn Warren, the man 
letters, once wrote a book witli 


■ just that question as the title, and 

came up with the conclusion that i 

t 

there were many spokesmen for | 


the Negro in civil rights. ■ \ .* | 


But now th« question b bein^ 
nked once more, this time In 
epnnection with U^ted Stntee p(rf- 
ky in Vietnenu 

Is the spokesman Dr. Martin 
Lather King Jr., who recently 
broke his s Uen<ae on t he war and 
is now calliS^lKi 'United States 
the "greatest purveyor of violence 
In the world today"? Could It be 
Btokely Carmichael, the chairman 
of the Student Nonviolent Coor- 
dinating Committee, or Floyd Mc- 
■Kissick, director of the Congress 
of Racial Sqvudity — both of whom 
have been attacking the war in 
even stronger terms? Is it Senatof 
Edward Brooke, who says he has 
.oome to the conclusion that' the 
nation Is taking the only course tt 
eould realistically t^e toward the 
war? 

Taetk»l' SCatake? ' . “ 

* Or were IXr. Ralph Buhche, Roy 
Wilkiha and other leaden of the 
National Assodatloii fdr the Ad- 
eancement of Colmed People 
.speaking for the Negrcys last w e ri fc 
‘.^when they spoke oiA agsihdt 13k/ 
.icing Slid said the fhsfaa it ihHf 
tMl lights and moveneHtt 

would be a "seriow tactical i 




The answer a|S)o^ to be that, 
dapftroft 'fUror ht >J lt g Wer- 
^shlp level, tte g^eat mass of Ne- 
groes are jMt much more or less 
,diiHded Over: the war than the 
. great mass' of whites. ' 

During a random sample of Ne- 
tro opbiion, for' example'. Nelson 
•Jack Mwa rds, ^ 0 , u' executive 
I’^teard meulJ^W. *large, is fh# 

^ ranking Negro in the United Auto 
Worken tSiten, said in Detroit J 
that be flight Negroes were *a I 
bit moipeb— but not substantially 
znore"— oi^msed to ^ war than 
'Whitea. 

■ V And in Washington, the* Rev. > 
-banning & PhiBlps, a Negro op- ' 
poneat of the war, wishes the ma- > 
-Jprity of Negroes objected to the 
> country's Vietnam policy, but has 
■concluded that they do not Ne 
thinks Negroes are probably ‘less 
exercised" about the war, at i«ist 
tlfk Washington, than are whites. 

*Oeeaaional Dtesest 

U-^ . ' . . .. . - . -j • - 

this, then. Is the way Che sgt*' 
mj yrest bdth u oecasional dis- 
pkrlt here or there— usually 
Negro , College campuses whew the 
[^tlwar feeling seems somewhat | 
stronger than ih the Negro com- | 
niunity as a whole, or In. the Mis- I 
sii»ippl Delta whew then is sUn \ 
sonie elvU right! dcUvity and ^ 
where many impoverished ^gioes ^ 
feel they wmild be receiving more 1 
Fimeral assistance were it not for ‘ 
the war: - 

“ But, when Negroes oppose the 
war, they usually do it for rea- 
sens other than these given by 
whites. Some Negroes— and e^fe^^ 
dally those in the Student Cmn- 
|mittee and CORE— feel tt unjust 
fbr the Negro to be asked to 
fight abroad as long as they are 
'r eceiving le ss than a fUU measur e 

I of social ahd economic justice at 

home. , 

I Othen say they have observed 
that the nation’s conunitment to 
dvU rights has declined as the 
waf In Vletnain has wcalated. 
Still others — and this view seems 
Strong on Negio campuses — ted 
the Negro, while getting less than 
Ida proporikmate share of the na- 
tidial l 2 ux>me, is having to do 
«i8he of Hte 
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Nation Ustena _■, ■• _ :i 
*feul wK^ever their v^lews on the 
war. Negroes can draw a certain 
amount of satisfaction from the 
fact that the nation Is listening to { 
-them.. Senator Brooke^ for cxam-| 
pie, made major news when he 
supported the Administration’s po- 
sition in Vietnam, and T>r. King : 
attracted widespread attention | 
when he opposed It. ' 

Excerpt for civil rights, seldom 
if ever in the nation’s history have 
Negro views been so eagerly ' 
sought and disseminated <m a ma- , 
jor national issue. And if the war : 

- is proving that the nation can j 
listen to the Negro on national ; 
Issures, it la equally as much dem- 
onstrating that the Negro Is los- 
ing his traditional reticence on 
public issues other than civil rights. 

Such headline-making names a» 
King, Bunche. Brooke, Carmichael, 
McKissiok, Wilkins and the Reg, , 
James BctcI— the civil rtghts ac- 
tivist who has become a fulltime 
crilicj>f^t^ war — show that^cleart^, j 

Carmichael 
On Campus 


taaung OHnmJttee aJmoM a Mae 
hm emharlied «a a prt>gTaai 

to wia a fotJowia^ /or the oremai- 
xaUon's new "black power-black 
oonaciousiiess’’ philosophy. 

He and the organlaatlon’s fleld I 
secretaries tried first in numl | 
areas, but ran into opposition fma. i 
Negroes who decided roch Ma ck 
power slogans as "mow on aver ac- 
we'll move on over you" 
raore trod We with wM tes than they 
solved. The ^nHJHTrtotnlttee 
too, to stir up interest in blg-dty 
ghett<^ But there, its pouev of 
opposing the presence of white 
social workers stirred the anlmcs- 
ity of Negroes who had recefved 
, tangible assistance from tte wc^. 

. ers and hked them for It 

But la recent months he Md nT« 
ojganlaation have been devoting 
increasing attenUon to Negro col- 
lege campuses. And they are meet- 
ing with more success. 

At Toagaloo College an the out- 
skirts of JacksOT, Miss., last we^ 

Mr. Carmlcba^^lashed out ag*« nft ■ 

the war in Vietnam sod had a #ijj 
prommately 700 studedts ihoutS^ 

"Sta P V" m djt ] 


that lasted for a fun 10 tninutes. ^ 

A few days before, after he ap- 
peared in Nashvine. Tenn., students 
at predominantly Negro Fisk and 
Tennessee A. A L (Agricultural 
and Industrial) Universities rioted 
in the streets, hurled rocks and 
stones, and occasionally tossed . 
Molotov cocktails and took pot / 
Shota at police cars* <- j 

Whether or not Mr. CSarmichacTs j 
presence had anything to do with ' 
the riot is a matter of sharp de- 
bate in NashvlUe, but Mr, CJai<- 
mlchael seemed to draw satlsfao"^ 
tlon from the fact that students 
shouted "black power" while riot - 1 
ing. ■ - - - 

A ‘Eebelmur ' ^ ^ 

FuTthermore, in his q>eech at 
Tougaloo, h« called the riot a 
rebellion and said Negroes need 
not apologize for rolling at in- 
justices imposed upon them by 
whites, Afer all the United Stales 
would stin be a colony If it had 
not rebelled from Britain; and if ; 
Negro ghettos want to free them- ! 
•elves from "Oolotilal domliutiosi*' 
•qr wWtm, U»^ amy baw to iiaa 
vtaimre W a tsetis, 

Jmt bow muck m p ym t tkw met 
af UUk la gaimac the blark pa»«e 
M i i ikiiiik l aa •elites caaf^usai m, ' 
ad •Mfso, a aunar «t sems s«m» ' 
^ure. Aa mtgkt be expected. Mr. 
licbacl baa Ms Wmro «d c«d»* 


But icr. Canolcbae) has sunMct* 
era at liOles as web as at such 
Fisk and Tougaloo, And 

fP ®e cam^ book sto^re at ~:f7^r ~~ 
* iMtitute. two of 

^ Mklcolm X^i watOH- 
o^aphy and Front* Faanon'i ' 
"Wretched of the Earth," 

' What’s the secret #f Hr. c*r- 
mlchael’s campus appeal^ j - 

He dnrwmofS 
than chfickles recently when] 
Into a Federal court 
AJk„ wearing sunglasses 

flowing Nifariap "agKid^ ^ 

lo^t 'Aboqi 

iw^gwer with hte liquA mad 

Stereaahr a«.:tj^ 

H Wt»Ma-wa*ii 


JW«*Wf1*#vdf ahftiir It otP and timi 

yddr 


tell ’ em: You r daught er, 
your .«scer, your 
Carmichael says. "The white 
woman’s not the queen of the 
world. She can be made, just like 
anything else. Let's move on to 
something Im portent,” 

Some stud«S?^!s? admire Mr. 
Carinichael’s violent milltance. He 
calls white people "honkles,’* 
for example, and says that non- 
violence strips the Negro male of 
his manhood. One way, he suggests, 
for Southera Negroes to regain 
their manhood is to strike back at 
whites when whites strike at them. 

Theory of Guilt 

There are obviously othter an- 
swers to Mr Carmlclael’s appeal 
and many of his campus speeches 
have left college professors search- 
ing for them. Some professors, In 
their more philosophical 
have suggested that many Newmi 
studriits feel guilty about'itt£e^- | 
ing college and enjoying '^mldcfle-f 
class advantages while atflBo— *4 ‘ 
their kinsmen are below |hd 
ty level. Mr. CanniebacX 
ry goes, ofrers thcfn * 
beSp; ^^ro ihe Negro 



troruiMt and wnt ledk^ 0k 
«M« guak jw arkkkA 


m deb^ Meanwtdla ? 

michaM seems ocrtsl* to go 0^ 
iwvriding more grist for thste^ 
arguments, 

'Tm denied power by honUM,'* 
Mr. Carmichael said, "and Tm 
going to keep oa gouw . until 1 
get that power ba<dt,**^ "i-. 
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Ip; Letters 

f to the Editor of The Times 


i _Dr». K ing’s PIsccjA. 
Civtf-Sights Tradition 

To the Editor^ 

Dr. U&rtin lAither KinK*f 
fument th&t the war In Vlet- 
nem haa precluded meaningful 
attempts to cope with poverty 
and discriminatioa 'et home 
may or may not be correct. 
His conclusicm thaf^ ee e <4vU- 
ri|^ts leader^ must there- 
fore oppose Uut WMr-.may. w 
may not be wise.. But the im- 
plication toede. by .mnay of his 
critics that, aa « ‘civil-rights 
l^der, Dr. Jpag departs radi- 
cally from prec^ent in speak- 
ing out against 
tign policy, (uuumt,,^ar histori- 
cal cxanilnatlon. 

? The fact Is. though some 
seem to have forgotten It, that 
many of the Initiel leaders of 
ths National Association for 
the Advancement of Co|k>red 
People were men who devoted 
I much of their pubUe careers 
openly to attaclring Americaa 
foreign policy. The first presi- 
pdent of the assodatioa, Hbor- 
fieid Storey, assumed that of- 
f flee already known ss a par- 
alstent crlUe of the Americaa 
acquisitioB. of the Philippines. 
While serving as president 
^ between 1910 and 1939, Storey 
continued his anti-imperialism, 
publicly American 

interveniioDs in the Do min i c a n 
RepuUic, in Haiti, and in 

Nicaraihto- 


is true, involved the 
^ Uon . la their foreign-policy 
statemmis: VUlard spoke frmn 
his position as editor of T^ 
f^ation, Stor^ aa a private 
citizen. 

^ But It ^ also been | 

ten that the precedent of a ' 
civil-rights organization, as an 
organization, , criticizing Ameri- 
can foreign poilc^, was set not 
^ Stokely Carmichael and toe 
Student Non-lholont Co-ot^- 
natlng Committee, let alone by 
Dr. King, but by the N. AJLC J>. 
through its ^ecutlve secre- 
tary, James Weldon Johnson, in 
connection with toe American 
: occupation of Haiti. The inter- 
^ vention la Haiti and the inter- 
^ venticni in Vietnam may be dif- 
I ferent la intent, hut suiply they 
I are equally “foreign poUcy"— 

' an distingulHied tooin ”dvll- 
’ rights" — issues. , 

Whatever the merits of Dr. 
King's positloii, in short, be 
stands to a solid historical tra- 
dition when, ss a civil-rights 
leader,, he. jq>eaka out against 
American foreign poUcy. 

WlLUAll B. Hecdn Jft. 
Instructor to History 
> . Michigan Stats Universiyr 

East 

' ^ ^ ^ April 10, 1997 
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Ns Qrltietei sf Leaders 

Oswald Garrison ViDard, the 
fiziit treasurer of the ai s o cl a- 
tlfltt, was onh of toe stanchest 
critics of to# TVesty *»f 
sallies s^ remained an op- 
ponent of “foreign entangle- 
ments" throughoiit bis life. 
Though the situation of the 
Negro dlmexlcaa was even 
* more perilous than ^ow, 
peithsr Storey nor ViOard was, 
' to the best of my knowledge, 
' attacked for speaking out on 
foreign-policy issues while serv- 
« ing wlto the associatioeu bar 
^was it sugfested that Ua^ 
, nositions^ lom^ow hurt the 
Liiwse oTova riikta . .m 
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By Hichael Harrington ^ ' 

>' Author of **The Other Ameriur 
4 and other book* . ' 

'rr^HE PROPHET has moved out of 
X the back of the bus. Martin Luther 
King Jr. has taken a militant stand on 
Vietnam instead of confining himself 
to the race issue. He la being, quite a 
lew editorialista seem to say, an 
VPpity Jeremiah. 

. King obviously could not take Iho - 
'Mviea to segregate his moral prin* 
to one question. And yet in * 
^Ihtng the Spring Mobilisation to End 
'Jho Whr In Vietnam, the Nobel peace . 
laureate involved hims^ in a cruel 
^paradox. The man who, more than 
anyone in hia generation, had demon- 
strated the practical power of morality, 
suddenly found himself tom by the 
conflicting claims of politics and ethics. 

I take his personal dilemma as a pub- 
lic fact, a point of departure for onder- 
gtanding tiie crisis of the peace and 
dvil rights movements, the alienation 
df the young activists and the way in 
which a tragic conflict in Southeast 
Asia corrupts our domestic hope. 

An Inelastic Principle 

I AM SURE that King did not have a 
moment’s hesitation In deciding to 
oppose the war. He had taught South- 
ern Negroes to love the racists who re- 
ttled and beat them and there were { 
those who died in practicing his non- ' 
^lent resistance to unjust laws. It ia 
preposterous to think that such a man 
could possibly support the Administra- 
tion’s Vietnam policy. His pacifist pria- ^ 


'f Secondly, King rightly argues that 
current retreat from Issuei yv* 
jwverty and race Is, In part, a conse- 
^enee of Qu ^rar. It is apt that 
yasn sjpp m iffiatipa for vletnaQi 
raias the^gc^r^ r 


t hat two y ean of war funds w qpld pay 
for the housing program whicK^^I^ 
^Ucoft haa projected over a decade. . 
r, lA terms of economic quantities, this 
Nation Is rich enough to have both guns 
Apd butter. But s society which listens 
a bpdy qount every night before 
oinner is hardly bc^ prepared for the 
dpUtics of compas^on, either domestic- 
uly or internationally. . '' 

• If this logical convergence pf tbifi 
geace and civil rights problems ezten^^ 
^ to politics. King would have no 
Busis. But, of cou^, it doent ^ 

- I A great many Americans felt that a 
An Crow late w*i such an o lM iaai a ad 
jynTn^iate abomi<utiop that should 
fpuch ~^aH ^ ^iiumiwg - 
applies this ratiGnale of civiT TilifeBefli- 
'' ence to opposition to the Government’s 
position on '^etnam. ThuS King’s ra^ 
cal anti-war stance wiQ lose him the 
support of some of those who approved 
heartily of his radical anti-racism. It 
wUl even isolate him from some of the 
proposals of the senatorial doves. It 
was this potential contraction of the. 
civil rights base that so slanned the 
NAACP and led it to condemn hJa 
march yesterday. 

A Numerical Problem 

I RONICALLY, these complexities 
emerged at the very moment when 
the civil lights movement despentely 
needed allies. King himself had foiled 
In hU Chicaio ^wn housing campaign 
of 1906 and hia defeat was symptomatic. 

Where a lunchroom can integrated 
by a coorageons handful, the aboUtioa 
of the ghetto requires that Congress 
. make massive investments la the name 
y/Of the mitire Nation. This means tiiBl 
I the Ig per cent Negro minority has to 
:'vound IQ) every possible vobe; that 
L |here wfil be ftom dramatic ccnfirowti^ 
s ad mem soamnCjM 
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who lou^ it etsleflrtfllBf 
in Mississippi than compromise 
Washington, responded to thla new 
latiOb by moring from dt|ll rights 
W4>eaoe. ^ 

Had King been able to tatlafy hit 
convictions simply by seconding the 
senatorial doves, the decision ^uld 
have cost him UtUe. But the courageotis 
proponent of nonviolent civil dlsobedi- 
enct could not content himself with 
such an impersonal, uncommitted 
gesture. 

His philosophy and bla history drove 
him toward the radical wing of the 
peace movement, where he found 
^ends more di^i^t to deal with than 
many of bia ciitica. The ovm^helining 
majority of peace marchers are peopla 
who have been appalled by America’s 
conduct in Vietnam and seek an end to 
the tragedy by any possible means. But 
there is a amallmr, extremely ac^ve 
group with a -mu^ mon complex 
motivatiim ^ f . -i 

Perhaps the heat way to descry 
these people is that they are ^ dt 
a ll like the Communiata of 

thpiw «sia oftaw • 

' prSRe m w hen a core of members iat aa 
^®?Hcan OTgantratlon wouJnff*!® 
response to the twists and turns of 
Russian politics. Their attitude dh 
Franklin Roosevelt, say, would depend 
on Joseph Stalin’s xelatlona with Adolf 
Hitler. 

The young hyperactivists one meets 
in the peace movemmit today are net 
acting out this pattern at all They are 
not the puppets of Ho CM Mlnh or any 
other foreigner. Their baaie emotion Is ! 
one of domestic alienation rather than 
of international solidarity, and it is 
their pa^onate feeling abcmt their no* 
tiva land that determines their attlludo 
toward Hanoi, not tin other way 
around. : ' 

T5ia Hewriaiek 

r [£ PEOPLE of wbrnn 1 write ^ 
elude Negro militants — SNCC vct> 
craaa, black natlonaliata gnd ethe»->> ! 
who ^ve become dlsillnaioned with the 
tr' nonviolence of King and made heart- * 
* tksk l>y the token progress puithaaed 
by terrible sacrifice. They are middle- 
class college students who once naively 
believed in the liberal rhetoric that be- 




an Mdef grggnt 
the exveW right and who reacted 
with a bitter fury when they glimpsed 
the illiberal rerftty, 

It la these people who give the pres- 
\ ent radical anti-war movement Its die- 

i tinctlvc quality. When they launch offl- 
dal slogans analogizing the Vietcong to 
Washini^oa’s army in 1770, when they 
speak of “self .determination" but effee- 
I tively restrict the notion to South Viet- 
I nam and fan to extend it to the North, 
even when they fly Vietcong* flags, as 
a minority among them do, they are 
net conspirators or infiltrators. 

Rather, they are expressing the anger 
they-feel almut the United States. This , 
attitude certainly allows for individual 
bwrgatlQn but, and this is a^robten | 
for King, it has Utle to do with effec- | 
tive political aetloa Perhaps the Negro | 
leader can infuse this movement with ] 
the spirit of practical prophecy that he * 
siunnwned upon from Montgomery to i 
Selma. And perhsps not I 

Ar Iinpos^le Cboke ^ ' 

F inally, Dt. King baa made hit T 
«4bg(gjpf tactied errnrs i(Iike^ , 

Implied ^nation of the Araencan iWb- ’ 
j Ug i imtf rSfdtsv adr begnsra w 
Ihiz anaiyds, T'cknnot help nut bi 
•ymputhetlc wift him. He baa be«i 
^ f(ttc|»d tcP an impossible choice. It i 
Hlif&nll and politically dangerous foi 
j him to speak but; ft would be an act o 
iBoral^tiowardice to remtla eHent TM 
resultant, and tormenting, persona 
dilemma is but one more cost of tbw 
tragic war. || 

During the Eisenhower '90s wbei£l 
America was so often uncritically cel^| 
hratpd, the spokesmen for tbe Nation*# 
conscience were often black men, an<p ! 
Martin Luther King ^ a leaded/ 
among them. Eventual^, this Negrvi 
minority probably did more for thd) 
whites than they did tbemselve^, 
for it was the freedom movement tbaij^ 
airtkened tbe campus, challenged tbw 
'churebes to a ecumenidem aa^r 
prepared the way for that generatioBC 
which was to answer John F. Kennedy*# 
call ip actibo.^ . ' I 

!* Now, in the agony of Vietnam, Amei4 
tea ii forgetting that social conseiene^ 
M'ab recently acquired. There are cveM 
•ptteiiTing to dftvq the proptet te th« 
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tolto Klac aa4a aa ttot aa aaala a «ata vartatto vita aartlaw 
taratabae kla to kia alaaa atoiaaa, etaalay totlaaa,: aai 
caaatltata aa attack aa tto Vattad ttataa* araaaat nraita 
follay la tiataaa ta a aa7 aklto aXaarljr dapUaataa tto ob 
• naaiinUt Ilaa aa tkla iaaaa, Yhia la aai aomlalto ^ 
to ea a aa toalaaa la a aaa e a al ad aaaaaalat aad klaa kaaaa it. 
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28 March 1967 
OPPOSES VAR IH YHTHAR 


Havana I>oiaestlc Television Service In Spanish I800 OBT 2 ? March 1967— F 
(Gonzalez commentary) 1 

(Kxcerpt) The Yankee government generally withholds the truth from the American 
people » but the news issued the past several days by the American high command Includes 
record casualty figures, big battles without American victories, and Increasing danger 
for the invader. They cannot always conceal the t^th. In this case, to reveal part 
of the truth may be a ploy by the military clique tb Justify monstrous new escalation. 

However, it Is noteworthy that this Mthod of resorting to sowing terror among the 
American people is falling. In the last few hours there has been a succession of 
big demonstrations in the United States against the war in Vietnam, It is symptomatic 
that for the first time a moderate like Rev. Martin Luther Ming, integration leader 
and Hobel Peace Prize winner, publicly branded the war in Vietnam as "blasphemy of 
everything the United States stands for," 
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Forol^ Broadcast Inforaatlon 
Service Dally Report , . , , 
March 28, n 
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Mr. W. C, Su 


C. D* Brenni 


SUBJECT: MARTIN UJTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 




1 - Mr. C.D. 

1 - Mr. R.S. Wj 
1 - Mr. W.C. S* 

DATE: 4/13/67 


1 - 
1 - 


Mr. 

Mr. 


CTCLA5S^^^||rS Pu JfVws,iAr* 


few 



Brennan 

Wells 



copies of 
long-time 


Attached for your approval for dissemination are 
a letterhead memorandum contain!^ tbe^f^lowing 




advised that Stanley^^eviso^^a ^ 
secret CPBttunist PartjL nember, and HarryMachtel 
who has a hf^ory of membership in a communist front, were 
in conference 'recently concerning Martin Luther King, Jr.'> 
President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference. They 
decided to take steps to gain support for King's stand oi 
Vietnam by having a pamphlet printed and running a full< 
page ad in **The New York Times'* on April 16, 1967. ^ i 

When King joined the conference, Levi son and ^ 

Wachtel urged King to seek an audience with the Pope and W 
to begin by corresponding with him. 

Levison told King to deny he advocated a merger ^ S 
of civil rights and peace movement in his press conference^ T, 
in Los Angeles on 4/12/67. p Tu ^t\ 

King subsequently spoke out at this press confer'ence y 
along the lines outlined by Levison. jf' 

Wachtel remarked to Levison that King will meef ^ 
with Rockefeller on April 22 or 24, 1967. ** 


Source was of the opinion that Rockefeller ^ 
referred to by Wachtel was Nelson Rockefeller, Governor 
New York. //O^) - /O ^ 


r^cLt 


DATIOR: 


Gf-JOJt 


REC^ZI 


10 APR ■‘■*-119^^ 


That the copies of the enclosures be forw arded 
Mildred Stegall, The White liouse; 


by routing slips to Mrs. 

the Honorable Dean Rusk, Secretary of Statef the Honorable 
Richard Helms, the Central Intelligence Agency; the 
Attorney General; and Ass ^t ant Attorneys Genei^,ai\ Yeagl^ 
and Dear. a»»»ified by 


l^f'^lOO^If^T^d^TSbu^hern cnristi^ 

DlW:ocojJ[r (7)^V*VU 




!-^rN 



In Reply, Pleaee Refer to 
nuNo, 


C o - f 0 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHlNCTOIf, D.C. 2053$ 

April 14, 1967 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


The following information has been supplied by 
confidential sources of this Bureau who have furnished 
reliable information in the past. UL 

Stanley Levison and Harry Wachtel, advisors to 
Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, were in conference recently. Wachtel 
thought the text of King's anti-Vietnam War speech delivered 
at Riverside Church, New York, New York, on April 4, 1967, 
was good and wanted it printed for distribution. Levison 
felt the speech was too advanced for many Negroes and that 
it did not have wide appeal. However, it was decided to 
issue a question and answer type pamphlet to the public 
entitled '*Dr. King Speaks on the War in Vietnam.” It was ^ 
also agreed that a full-page advertisement would be run In^ 
”The New York Times” on April 16, 1967, defending King's 
stand on Vietnam. 



Later, Martin Luther King, Jr., joined these two 
individuals in this conference. At that time Wachtel and 
i Levison urged King to contemplate seeking an audience wit^ 

; ^ J'^the Pope. Toward this end, Levison urged King to begin A 
' ; ^corresponding with the Pope. ^ 

‘ Levison then advised King to state in his press 

conference in Los Angeles, California, on April 12, 1967, 
that the allegation by the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People claiming King advocated the'^ 
fusion of the civil rights and the peace movement was untrue. 

King subsequently held a press conference in ^ 

3 Los Angeles on April 12, 1967, and spoke out along the ^ 


lines outlined for him by Levison. 

— — cj Q, ^ 


cuss. 'If 

REASO’^Pi 


date of 



CUfific As fip 
nxempt fAp GPS, ^tefoiy, 

DftU of 

\B^ 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 




Wachtel mentioned that King will meet with 
Rockefeller on April 22 or 24, 1967, to discuss King's 
position on Vietnam. The source advised he believed the ^ 
Rockefeller referred to by Wachtel was Nelson Rockefeller,-^ 
Governor, New York. 

It should be noted that previously Levison men- 
tioned to an associate that King will also disclose his 
views on South America to Rockefeller when they meet since C 
King feels South America has the potential of becoming the ^ 
next Vietnam. 

Stanley Levison is a long-time communist whose 
secret membership in the Communist Party, USA, was estab- 
lished as of July, 1963. Harry Wachtel is a former member ^ 
of the National Lawyers Guild, an organization which has 
been designated as a communist front by the Committee on 
Un-American Activities, United States House of Representatives. 
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VASH OC 

URQE|a/^ 11-02 AH 4- 12-07 HJZ 

TO /(Director ( 100 - 100070 ) a 0 d Atlanta ( 100 - 5580 ) 

ATLANTA VIA .WASHINGTON 
FROH LOS ANGELES (100-97229) 

(D 

HARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., SH-C. 00 ATLANTA. 




OD - 


RE NEW YORK TEL, APRIL ELEVEN, LAST, CAPTIONED . 
CONINFIL, SCLC; LOS ANGELES AIRTEL, APRIL THREE, UST, 

CAPTIONED HARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

TODAY STATED 

KINS ARRIVED LOS ANGELES EIGHT THIRTY FIVE PH, APRIL ELEVEN, 
LAST. HE DID NOT STAY AT HYATT HOUSE AS PLANNED ALTHOUGH 
RESERVATIONS REHAIN OUTSTANDING. 
hy(A) ADVISED KING HELD 

PRESS CONFERENCE NINE THIRTY AH CONFERENCE ROOH NUHBER SEVEN, 
BILTHORE HOTEL, APRIL TWELVE, INSTANT, WHERE HE ATTACKED NAACP. 
END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 
U iee-57229 

mUpPsTATEO LOCAL PRESS 61VI8Q KIRG COMPLETE COVERAGE HOT 
ORLY FOR HIS CONNERTS OR VAR IR VIETHAN BUT THEY FEEL A 
DISGRUNTLED FORMER FOLLOWER NAY CAUSE HIM HARM. 

KIRS HILL ADDRESS STUDEHT QATHERIRG 
OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE, LOS ANGELES, ELEVEN AN, APRIL TWELVE, 


INSTANT. 
CORTIRUIRG. 


COVERAGE 


9IRTEL AND LHN FOUOVS. 
NEW YORK ADVISED AN. 
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FBI HASH DC 


CC. MR. SULLIVAN 
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FBI LOS ItHO. 

1021 P|f JRGEMT 4-12-67 SMt 
TO/BIRECTOR * ATLANTA (100-5586) 
?0« LOS ANGELES (100-57229) 


MARTIN LUTHE|H[IN6, JR. SH-C. OOt 




RE NEW YORK TEL APRIL TWELVE INSTANT CAPTIONED COMINFIL 





I 

\ 

I 
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SCLC, IS-C AND U TEL APRIL TWELVE INSTANT CAPTIONED AS 
ABOVE. 

OVERFLOW CROWD OF THIRTEEN HUNDRED STUDENTS AND PROFESSORS AT 
ELEVEN AM APRIL TWELVE AT THORNE HALL, OCCIDENT! AL COLLEGE, 

LOS ANGELES. HIS SPEECH CONCERNED NEGRO INTEGRATION AND HE 
SUGGESTED A MASSIVE INTEGRATION PROGRAM IN THE US. HE TOLD OF 

n I- --; 

NEED FOR A GUARANTEED ANNUAL INCOME AND FAVORED ADOPTION OF <-2 

H-j , _ 

A NATIONAL BILL OF RIGHTS FOR ALL NEGROES. HE TERMED VIETNAM 
WAR HEEDLESS WASTE OF TIME AHD MQN^ ^ ^ /tO - 9 ^ ^ 

FOLLOWIRG FORMAL SPEECH KIHG^AWIH FACED NEWSMEN AT 
IMPROMPTU NEWS CONFERENCE WHERE HE REFERRED TO INEQUITIES IN 
END PAGE 
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to APR I7il967i 



c 


c 



■ t 



PAGE TWO 

THE DRAFT FOR NEGROES AND MORE NEGRO SOLDIERS^ WERE DYING IN 
VIETNAM THAN CAUCASIANS. 

7(^^mf06TAINED PREPARED STATEMENT WHICH XING HAD 
PREVIOUSLY READ TO NEWSMEN AT NINE THIRTY AM THIS HORNING 
DURING PRESS CONFERENCE BILTMORE HOTEL. STATEMENT RESEMBLES 
THAT WHICH WAS BRIEFLY SET FORTH IN NEW YORK TELETYPE. THIS 
STATEMENT AND QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WILL BE SET FORTH IN 
AIRTEL AND LHH WHICH FOLLOWS. 
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